HABITAT ACQUISITION TRUST
Mountain Road Forest
A local family has owned this
almost 20-hectare (49-acre)
forested property for nearly
50 years. Recognizing the
ecological and community
values of the property, the
family has been pursuing a
permanent conservation
option for this urban forest for
many years. Now, partnering
with the Capital Regional
District (CRD) and Habitat
Acquisition Trust (HAT)
the family has
entered an
agreement to sell
the property so
that it can be
permanently
designated an
urban forest park.
The family has
resisted developers
and other buyers who
have wanted to sub-divide
the property into exclusive
forest residential lots. The
family's patriarch was an ardent
conservationist who believed in
the importance of setting
habitat aside and protecting it
from development and
destruction.

A much-loved refuge in the middle
of a city for animals and humans.
For roughly 50 years, the owners of
4692 Mountain Rd have graciously
allowed the community to access
this property for the enjoyment of
nature. The local community
recognizes and cherishes the
invaluable ecological and
recreational roles this land plays in
their lives. Many people walk and
tend to the trails, and
care for this place in
their own way. It
is a deeply
loved piece of
land and the
community
is rallying
behind its
protection.
And the time
to act is now.

Project at a Glance
Location: West Saanich, BC
(4692 Mountain Road)
Size: 49 acres (19.83 hectares)
Project Cost : $3.4M
65% of Project Costs already raised:
-CRD Contribution: $2M
-Saanich Family SellingProperty: $200k
Remainingfor HAT to fundraise: $1.2 M
Deadline for funding to be in place:
April 22, 2021 (Earth Day)
Key species: Western Screech Owl,
Common Nighthawk, Calypso Orchid
For more Information
Please Contact : michael@hat.bc.ca
To donate NOW, please visit :
www.mountainforestroad.ca

HAT has
committed to
raising $1.4M by Earth Day 2021 to
complete the purchase of this
property and protect it
permanently.
Guided trail walks and an
orientation of this forest property,
(appropriately distanced and with
masks) can be arranged. Please
email: michael@hat.bc.ca

A downy woodpecker is among the
dozens of bird species utilizing this forest.

Habitat Acquisition Trust is a registered Canadian Charity: #88962 6545 RR0001 and all donations to this project are tax deductible.

Habitat for...
An Urban Forest Sanctuary

Western Screech-Owl
Megascopskennicottii

Northwestern Gartersnake
Thamnophisordinoides

Hoary Bat
Lasiuruscinereus

Spotted Coral Root Orchid
Corallorhiza maculata

The Mountain Road property is a magnificent example of
mature second growth Coastal Douglas-fir forests, along with
Garry oak meadow, rock outcrop, and arbutus stands, all of
which are some of Canada's most rare and imperiled
ecosystems. The property contains pockets of old growth
trees, and as old growth forests disappear, preserving these
mature second growth forests will be key to renewing old
forests over time. A spring-fed stream that transects the
property is part of the headwaters of the Colquitz River
system. Species at risk such as Western Screech-Owl and
Common Nighthawk are known to the property. The
property contains a few simple trails, but other human
impact, such as invasive species, is minimal. As development
pressures on southeast Vancouver Island grow, opportunities
to save large areas of these threatened forests are
disappearing. This is an important chance to save some of
the best of what's left. Following a successful fundraising
campaign, the Capital Regional District will formally
designate this as a new regional park.

HAT

Northern Pacific Tree Frog
Fawn Lily
E
rythronium
oregonum
Pseudacrisregilla

Calypso Orchid Western Red-backed Salamander
Calypso bulbosa
Plethodon vehiculum
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