
 

 

MINUTES OF THE AMALGAMATED CONSERVATION SOCIETY MEETING HELD 
WEDNESDAY MAY 02, 2018 AT THE ESQUIMALT ANGLERS’ RAMP 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUBS REPRESENTED: 
 
Victoria Fish & Game Protective Association - Wayne ZACCARELLI 
Royal Canadian Navy Anglers’ Association - Tom COLE 
Victoria Golden Rods & Reels - Brian PALAS 
Clover Point Anglers’ Association - Tom VAIDA, Tom CELUSZAK 
Sidney Anglers’ Association - Dave STEPHEN 
James Bay Anglers’ Association - Jim DOW 
Westcoast Flyfishers Association - Brian ALEXANDER 
Haig-Brown Flyfishing Association - Ian HOLDER 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting called to order at 1935 hours with president Tom COLE in the chair. 
 
The secretary read the minutes of the previous monthly meeting held 04/04/18. 
 
MOVED BY:  Dave STEPHEN that the minutes of the April meeting be adopted as read. 
 
SECONDED BY:  Gary CATON                  CARRIED 
 
The secretary read the correspondence which included: 
 
1.  An e-mail dated April 30 from Chris Bos (Chair, Victoria Sport Fishing Advisory Committee)  
     noting that DFO has requested an exploitation rate reduction of 25-35% on three more Fraser       
     River stocks of concern - Nicola 4-2’s, Shuswap 4-1’s and Harrison 4-1’s, because of low 
expected           
     adult returns.  An emergency meeting will be held Friday May 04 at the Sheraton Four Points  
     Hotel to discuss options put forth by DFO.  Final SFAB submission will be Monday May 07. 
 
Tom COLE noted that the biggest problem is uncontrolled native netting on the Fraser River and the 
unwillingness of DFO and federal government to address the problem.  The recreational fishery is 
not responsible for the highest exploitation rate on any of these three stocks. 
 
Tom also reported on the recent court decision giving several bands within the Nu-Chah-Nulth tribal 
council extensive commercial fishing rights on the west coast of Vancouver Island from Brooks 
Peninsula to Point No Point. 
 
Gary CATON mentioned opposition to a B.C. Transit Handy Dart vehicle storage yard to be 
constructed adjacent to Craigflower Creek near the fish counting fence.  Concern is over various 
chemicals associated with such facilities, their treatment and subsequent drainage/discharge to the 
creek.  The subject is expected to be addressed at the Tuesday May 08 View Royal Council meeting. 
 
Gary announced that close to 250,000 Nitinat Chinook fry were placed in Sooke Harbour netpens 
last week.  They will be fed for a couple weeks and released May 10.  Shortly afterwards, another 
250,000 will be penned, fed and released.  This is part of the SVIAC Sooke Chinook Revitalization 
Project. 
 
Dave STEPHEN noted the SAA May 05 Derby.  Esquimalt Anglers’ volunteers will be helping with 
the weigh in.   
 
Dave reported that a service was held for Clive Lane, a SAA member and Goldstream Hatchery 
volunteer, on Saturday April 28. 
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Tom VAIDA announced that the Club will hold a work party on Saturday May 05.  Access to the 
Clover Point parking area will be closed off from May 07 to 18 to accommodate work required in 
preparation for constructing the transfer pipe between Clover Point and Ogden Point. 
 
Tom reported on two Island Outfitters derbies held recently: 
 
1.  12th annual Elk Lake Take A Kid Fishing held April 14 with  306 adults and 85 juniors. 
      80 trout weighed in - largest three were 3 lb 1 oz, 2 lb 9 oz and 2 lb 9 oz. 
      40 bass weighed in - largest three were 7 lb 2 oz, 6 lb 15 oz and 6 lb 12 oz. 
      Also a couple carp weighed in - 6 lb 6 oz and 5 lb (Tom Vaida) 
 
2.  22nd annual ‘Just for the Halibut’ derby held April 21-22 with 316 tickets sold. 
     Strong winds on Saturday saw only 3 halibut entered with 60 entered on a much calmer Sunday 
     Largest halibut was 48.5 lb taking home $7500 first prize.  Second was 44.3 lb and third 42.9 lb. 
 
Brian ALEXANDER stated that the Club’s next several meetings will be fish outs.  A Sooke Basin 
outing was held on the evening of May 01. 
 
Ian HOLDER announced that their next meeting will be held May 09 with fly tying on the 16th.  The 
Club is still gathering information on their upcoming fly tying seminar. 
 
Tom CELUSZAK expressed frustration with years of DFO’s inability to effectively manage the 
resources they are charged with looking after.  Tom cited the Atlantic Cod situation and the current 
course whereby DFO is managing the Pacific salmon similarly to ‘zero’. 
 
Jim DOW reported that the sewage transfer pipe from Ogden Point to McLaughlin Point is now in 
place.  Chinook fishing is starting to pick up at Oak Bay. 
 
Brian PALAS stated that some trout were caught at Elk Lake during the Club’s April 23 outing.  
Several different chilis were sampled 
 
Wayne ZACCARELLI reported that the VFGPA is preparing for their 100th anniversary celebration 
on June 19, 2019. 
 
Wayne announced that the ACS received a cheque May 02 for $5000 from DFO for the 2018 Angler 
Activity and DNA Sampling program. 
 
Wayne questioned whether the ACS should consider becoming a supporter of Wild First ( supports 
closed containment, land based fish farming).  It was decided that we would discuss and vote on 
support at the June meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2105 hours. 


