
 

 

MINUTES OF THE AMALGAMATED CONSERVATION SOCIETY MEETING HELD 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 07, 2018 AT THE ESQUIMALT ANGLERS’ RAMP 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUBS REPRESENTED: 
 
Victoria Fish & Game Protective Association - Wayne ZACCARELLI 
Royal Canadian Navy Anglers’ Association - Tom COLE 
Clover Point Anglers’ Association - Tom VAIDA, Tom CELUSZAK 
Sidney Anglers’ Association - Dave STEPHEN 
Haig-Brown Flyfishing Association - Ian HOLDER 
Victoria Golden Rods &Reels - Brian PALAS 
Goldstream Volunteer Salmonid Enhancement Association - Jim PEARSON 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting called to order at 1935 hours with president Tom COLE in the chair. 
 
The secretary read the minutes of the previous monthly meeting held 03/01/18. 
 
MOVED BY:  Tom VAIDA that the minutes of the January meeting be adopted as read. 
 
SECONDED BY:  Dave  STEPHEN                CARRIED 
 
Wayne ZACCARELLI reminded the members that we would be voting on the revised ACS 
Constitution and Bylaws at the March AGM.  The new Societies Act of 2016 requires societies to 
‘transition’ to comply with the conditions of the new Act. 
 
There was no correspondence. 
 
Dave STEPHEN stated that a couple members attended the IPHC meetings in Portland last month.  
No report from the meetings available yet.  The January 28 Winter Derby saw only three fish 
entered.  The largest was 11+ pounds. 
 
Tom VAIDA reported that their AGM will be held March 26 at the Cook Street Activity Centre.  
The facility is available free of charge. 
 
Tom noted that the latest edition of Focus Magazine contained a letter to the editor from Tom Cole 
on the SRKW and Chinook enhancement efforts by short term enclosure rearing. 
 
Tom reported on the Salmon Superbowl derby (sponsored by the Local) held January 28.  Fifteen 
fish were entered from 8 to 13+ pounds.  Tom reminded members of the Boat & Fishing Show being 
held at Pearkes Recreation Centre February 16-18. 
 
Ian HOLDER stated that their next meeting would be on Feb. 14 with fly tying on the 21st.  Barry 
Stokes will be showing how to use clipped deer hair while tying a Gomphus fly. 
 
At their last meeting, Parker Jefferson of the Cowichan River & Lake Stewardship Society, gave a 
presentation on the weir.  He stated what levels and flow (ie. cubic feet per second) were required 
for spawner access and survival. 
 
Ian noted that the Club’s membership is down to only 46 members.  Their next outing will be to 
Durrance Lake on Feb. 23.  Hot dogs and coffee will be supplied.  The Club is proceeding with their 
fly tying seminar which will be held at the C&PO Mess. 
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Ian read excerpts of an article taken from a California Trout and UC Davis’ Center for Watershed 
Sciences report which details the depressed state of 32 stocks of salmon and trout. 
 
Brian PALAS reported that Robert McConnell is the new president.  The Club will have an outing 
to Durrance Lake on February 28.  A Chinese dinner is scheduled for the near future. 
 
Jim PEARSON noted that it was the slow time of year at the hatchery.  Dead egg picking and some 
coho pre-smolt clipping were continuing.  About 100,000 Goldstream coho pre-smolts are being 
held. 
Egg totals include 16,000 Craigflower coho; 4,800 Goldstream coho and 6,000 Goldstream chum. 
 
Tom COLE reported on the recent Sport Fishing Advisory Board meeting held February 2-4 in 
Vancouver.   
 
- the recreational catch of yelloweye rockfish needs to be reduced more than 50%. 
- non-retention of berried prawns. 
- DFO recommends unique floats for crab and prawn gear. 
- Thompson steelhead Emergency Listed under SARA 
- next SFAB meeting in April 2018 
 
The halibut quota for anglers has been reduced from 1,118,000 lbs. in 2017 to 938,000 lbs. this year.  
Heated discussion at meeting.  Five local anglers/charters paid own way to meeting and spoke on 
management options.  Recommendation is March 01 to December 31 fishery with l daily and 2 in 
possession limit.  Largest fish must be 115 cm. or less. (down from 133 cm. last year) and second fish 
remaining at 83 cm. or less. 
 
MOVED BY:  Tom COLE that the ACS send a letter to the editor of the Times-Colonist stating our 
                          experience with net pen rearing of Chinook and expressing our frustration 
with  
                          recent unsuccessful attempts, especially in light of enhancement for benefit 
of SRKW. 
 
SECONDED BY:  Wayne ZACCARELLI             CARRIED 
 
Wayne ZACCARELLI reported that the EAA hosted the Trotac Winter Derby weigh in on January 
14.  A total of 40 Chinook were entered over 5 lbs. (28H, 12W).  Largest was 13.75 lbs. taking first 
place prize of $3000. 
 
Wayne stated that the EAA moved about 25,000 Craigflower Creek coho pre-smolts from 
Goldstream Hatchery to Prior Lake on January 16-17. 
 
Wayne reported that the EAA approved a motion to take over title, maintenance and responsibility 
for the Colquitz fish counting fence at their February 06 meeting.  Gary Caton has applied for a 
renewal of the annual DFO permit for fish movement required to operate the fence. 
 
Ian Bruce gave a presentation on the Millstream Fishway Project to the EAA at their February 06 
meeting.  Northwest Hydraulic Consultants gave a final draft design presentation to CRD Parks 
senior staff on January 31.  Fund raising is continuing for the construction phase scheduled for this 
summer. 
 
Wayne noted that Cooke Aquaculture has had its Cypress Island fish farm lease cancelled by the 
State of Washington.  Sea pen collapses resulted in a large escape of Atlantic salmon on August 19, 



 

 

2017.  A lack of cleaning and maintenance caused the collapse.   
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Wayne noted that the Colquitz Coalition members would be holding their annual meeting at Pearkes 
Recreation Centre on February 08 at 7:00 PM.  Wayne will be showing slides of the 1975 
construction of the original Colquitz and Craigflower fish fences. 
 
Wayne read an excerpt from a Times-Colonist article dated February 04 which stated “…the CRD 
regional parks committee has not met to review options since June 2017, and the Elk Lake 
restoration co-ordinator has left that position.”  This is in regard to remediation measures required 
to restore water quality and alleviate the blue-green algae bloom impacts. 
 
Wayne announced that the EAA had received an invitation to a community meeting being hosted by 
the Pacific Salmon Foundation at the Victoria Conference Centre March 10.  Attendance is limited 
to two per organization.  Each group is being allotted five minutes to give a brief presentation of 
their projects.  Dr. Brian Riddell of PSF will be giving a presentation. 
 
Wayne presented information from ACS Chinook net pen operations in Saanich Inlet in 1989.  The 
data sheet from Howard English shows three pen sites as follows: 
- Mill Bay Marina                               49,000  Cowichan CH fry 
- Brentwood Bay                                 47,000  Cowichan CH fry 
- Hall’s Boathouse (Goldstream)       41, 678 Chemainus CH fry 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2145 hours. 
 


