
Regional SFAC Meeting Information
Spring 2018

Upcoming Meetings 

April 7/8, 2018 - NC SFAB – Prince Rupert
April 7/8, 2018 - SC SFAB - Nanaimo
April 13, 2018 – Groundfish/Shellfish Working Group 
April 14-15, 2018 - Mainboard (Richmond)

Proposed Amendments to the Fisheries Act 

On February 6, 2018, the Government of Canada introduced proposed amendments 
to restore lost protections and incorporate modern safeguards into the Fisheries Act.
Protection of fish and fish habitat is a key focus for Bill C-68, but the Government 
has also proposed changes to support the sustainability of Canada’s marine 
resources.  The proposed amendments to the Fisheries Act considered earlier 
feedback from Indigenous peoples, stakeholders, and partners, through in-person 
meetings, online public consultation, and written submissions.  Information is 
available on the following website: http://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-
campagne/fisheries-act-loi-sur-les-peches/proposed-propose-eng.html.

Bill C-68 is currently in Second Reading in the House of Commons and will continue 
advancing through the parliamentary process. Regulations and policies will soon be 
developed in consultation with Indigenous groups, provinces and stakeholders to 
support the implementation of the amendments.  Throughout this parliamentary 
process, all Canadians have the opportunity to comment and share their views. You 
can file written submissions to parliamentary committees or contact your Member 
of Parliament.  Information on how to do that can be found 
at www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/Participate and www.ourcommons.ca/Parlia
mentarians/en/members/addresses.

DFO Contact – Amy Mar (Amy.Mar@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

Pacific Salmon Treaty Update  

The Pacific Salmon Treaty (PST) commits Canada and the United States (U.S.) to 
cooperate bilaterally on matters pertaining to the conservation, management and 
allocation of Pacific salmon stocks harvested by both Parties. Annex IV of the Treaty 
includes eight (8) fishing chapters which focus on specific geographic areas and/or 
salmon species of bilateral interest. These chapters set out the specific conservation
and harvest sharing arrangements between Canada and the U.S. for Pacific salmon 
fisheries subject to the Treaty. Five of the eight chapters in Annex IV will expire on 
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December 31, 2018 and are currently being renegotiated by the Parties (through 
the Pacific Salmon Commission): 

 Chapter 1: Transboundary Rivers (Chinook, Sockeye, Coho)
 Chapter 2: Northern British Columbia and Southeastern Alaska (Sockeye, Pink

and Chum)
 Chapter 3: Chinook Salmon (coast-wide)
 Chapter 5: Coho Salmon (Southern - British Columbia, Washington and 

Oregon, and Northern – Cape Caution British Columbia to Cape Suckling 
Alaska)

 Chapter 6: Southern British Columbia and Washington State Chum Salmon.

Chapter 4 ( Fraser River sockeye) expires at the end of 2019 and Canada-U.S. 
negotiations are expected to begin later in 2018. 

Negotiations on Chapter 1, 2, 5 and 6 are being led by the respective Panels within 
the PSC (including representatives of the recreational fishing sector). Chapter 3 
(Chinook) is being led by a team of Canadian and U.S. Commissioners, supported by
the Chinook Technical Committee (CTC). As of March 5, 2018, the bilateral Panels 
have reached agreement in principle on proposed changes to Chapters 1, 5 and 6. 
Chapters 2 and 3 are outstanding and negotiations are ongoing, with the next 
session scheduled for March 19-23 in Portland, OR. 

Any questions regarding the process can be provided to recreational representatives
in the PSC process (including Canadian Commissioner, John McCulloch) or to Corey 
Jackson, DFO Policy Branch at Corey.Jackson@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Wild Salmon Policy 

After an initial round of extensive consultations across Pacific Region and with input 
from key partners, in Summer 2017 the Department developed an initial draft five 
year WSP implementation plan; with specific activities, timelines, and 
accountabilities, as well as a commitment to public reporting on progress. A second 
round of consultations on the draft WSP Implementation Plan (IP) was undertaken 
through fall 2017.  The comments, information and perspectives shared both 
through these consultations and through online submissions are currently being 
reviewed and the draft IP document is being updated and improved based on this 
feedback and is anticipated for release publically later in 2018.

Follow up questions on the draft Wild Salmon Policy Implementation Plan should be 
directed to Julia Mackenzie at Julia.Mackenzie@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Species at Risk (SAR) Updates and Consultations  

Resident Killer Whales (Northern and Southern)
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Recovery Measures to Benefit Southern Resident Killer Whales
There are many management efforts underway to benefit the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales.  For example, recent efforts include:

 Acting on commitments made by Prime Minister Trudeau in 2016 and under 
the Oceans Protection Plan, DFO undertook a science-based review of the 
effectiveness of recovery measures done to date.  The report from that 
review confirmed approaches and measures that had been previously 
identified in recovery planning documents, set out five additional recovery 
measures, and identified a new threat of vessel strikes.

 Following from that review, on October 11 and 12 2017, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, Transport Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada 
convened a symposium of indigenous leaders, scientists, industry 
stakeholders and others to understand the complex issues and shared 
responsibilities associated with the protection and recovery of the Southern 
Resident Killer Whale and develop actions going forward.

 Canada protected Southern Resident Killer Whale critical habitat against 
destruction in 2009; now the Department is working to protect additional 
important feeding grounds off the west coast of Vancouver Island identified 
by scientists last year.  

 The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans recently tabled legislation to ban the 
taking of whales and other cetaceans into captivity, subject to exemptions for
injured animals or those in need of rehabilitation 

 The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans has publicly committed to making 
changes to the Marine Mammal Regulations to double maximum approach 
distances (to 200m) for Southern Resident Killer Whales, and to make this a 
mandatory, not voluntary, guideline.

 In the summer and early fall of 2017, as part of the Vancouver Fraser Port 
Authority’s Enhanced Cetacean Habitat and Observation (ECHO) Program, 
commercial shippers participated in a trial slowdown in Haro Strait – part of 
the shipping lanes from Vancouver and other ports to the open ocean.  There 
was an approximate 60% compliance rate in that trial and much important 
information was gathered that will help identify next steps related to ship 
traffic

 The Government of Canada is investing $7.2 million in funding for 
hydrophones and oceanographic radars to monitor noise pollution in key 
habitats along the B.C. coast. The money will go to the University of Victoria's
Ocean Networks Canada.

 Departments are working with JASCO Applied Sciences (Canada) Ltd to 
investigate – through acoustic computer modelling – how to reduce the 
impacts of shipping noise in the Southern Resident Killer Whale habitat 

 This past July, Canada raised the issue of underwater vessel noise at the 
International Maritime Organization's Marine Environment Protection 
Committee, asking like-minded nations to provide best practices in 
addressing this issue and seeking partners to help identify solutions.  We will 
be returning to MEPC in April to continue this dialogue.

 The Government of Canada also continues to hold talks with Canadian marine
stakeholders (including non-governmental organizations and industry) and 
United-States partners to identify opportunities for joint action.
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 DFO conducts a considerable amount of scientific research on Resident Killer 
Whales, including in the areas of population dynamics, photo identification, 
habitat use, movements, contaminants, and foraging ecology. In 2017, under 
the Oceans Protection Plan, DFO embarked on a 5-year research program to 
better understand the impact of underwater noise on the Southern Resident 
Killer Whale and help formulate mitigation measures. 

 The department has a long history of working to conserve salmon stocks, 
particularly the SRKW’s favoured prey, Southern BC Chinook salmon. For two 
decades we have implemented fisheries closures to protect weak stocks, 
fishing limits, and selective fishing practices. For the 2018 salmon fishing 
season, we are considering additional actions, on a trial basis, to help SRKW 
to feed in key foraging areas by increasing prey supply accessibility and 
reducing the presence of fishers and the noise from their boats. 

Management Measures to Address Lack of Prey Availability
Numerous activities are underway to abate the identified threats of reduced prey 
availability, acoustic and physical disturbance and contaminants.  For example, a 
joint DFO-NOAA Prey Availability Workshop was held November 2017 by the 
University of British Columbia.  This workshop followed from two joint workshops on 
prey availability held in 2011 and 2012 to review current science regarding the 
nature of the relationship between Southern Resident Killer Whales (SRKW) and 
their prey.  The November workshop reviewed subsequent science undertaken to 
address information gaps and recommendations identified by the earlier sessions, 
and provided science advice on a suite of potential fisheries management measures
with respect to how they may best abate the threat of prey availability with 
particular focus on chinook and chum Salmon, important prey species for RKW.  The 
output from this workshop, captured in a report from the Marine Mammal Research 
Unit (Trites and Rosen 2018), was considered by DFO salmon fisheries management 
in preparation for the 2018 salmon fishery.   

For the 2018 salmon fishing season, the Department is focusing attention on ways 
to support increased Chinook Salmon prey availability in key foraging areas within 
the SRKW Critical Habitat (identified and proposed).  The primary objective of the 
proposed measures is to improve Chinook Salmon availability for SRKW by 
decreasing potential fishery competition, as well as, minimizing physical and 
acoustic disturbance in key foraging areas to the extent possible. The proposed 
management measures are focused on four key foraging areas within the Canadian 
portion of the SRKW Critical Habitat (identified and proposed) including:

1. Mouth of the Fraser River (Subareas 29-6, 29-7, 29-9, 29-10 and 29-12)
2. West side of Pender Island (Subareas 18-2, 18-4, and 18-9)
3. South side of Saturna Island (Subarea 18-5)
4. Strait of Juan de Fuca (Subareas 20-3 and 20-4)

Management measures are proposed to increase Chinook Salmon prey availability in
these areas by implementing salmon fishing or fin fish closures to reduce 
competition for Chinook Salmon present in these areas, as well as reducing the 
disruption of SRKW foraging activities that is associated with the physical presence 
of vessels (physical disturbance) and acoustic disturbance.  The measures are 

Fall 2017 Regional SFAC Information 17/10/2017
Page 4 of 13

http://www.marinemammal.org/wp-content/pdfs/SRKW_Prey_Workshop_Proceedings_2018.pdf


proposed for May to September of 2018, to correspond with timing of previous 
SRKW foraging observations from the area.  

As part of the Salmon IFMP process, the Department sent out a discussion 
document outlining proposed 2018 salmon fishery management measures to 
support Chinook Salmon prey availability for SRKW and on February 23, 2018 an 
external webinar was held to provide background scientific information, outline 
proposed measures in the discussion document, and provide an opportunity to 
discuss questions. The Department is currently seeking feedback on the proposed 
measures and key questions in the discussion document or on other measures for 
consideration in the 2018/19 Salmon IFMPs with feedback in writing using the form 
provided requested by Thursday March 15th, 2018 to Ashley Dobko at 
Ashley.Dobko@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. Initial dialogue is also underway with other groups to 
understand the scope of other activities that may also occur in these key foraging 
areas.

Partial critical habitat for Northern Resident Killer Whales (NRKW) and SRKWs was 
identified in the SARA Recovery Strategy for Northern and Southern Resident Killer 
Whales (DFO 2011), and protected via a Critical Habitat Order in 2009. Additional 
habitat of special importance for NRKW in the western Dixon Entrance and for SRKW
off the southwestern Vancouver Island was recently identified in 2017 (Ford et al. 
2017).  Work is underway to amend the Recovery Strategy to identify these areas as
critical habitat, and subsequently protect it via a SARA critical habitat order.  Both of
these require consultation as per SARA, and will occur in early-mid 2018. 

Bocaccio 

Between August 8 and December 8, 2017, DFO undertook consultations with 
Indigenous groups, recreational and commercial fishing sectors, other stakeholders, 
the Province of BC, and the public with respect to whether or not Bocaccio Rockfish 
should be listed as Endangered under the Species at Risk Act. Supporting 
documents for this process have been developed by DFO, with input from First 
Nations and stakeholders, including a Recovery Potential Assessment (DFO 2009), 
Management Scenarios (2016), and a Socio-Economic Analysis (2017).  This 
consultation period has now concluded; over 40 submissions were received.

This consultation input, and the previously developed materials, will be used to 
develop a listing recommendation for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans regarding
whether or not to list Bocaccio as Endangered under SARA. The Minister will 
consider this recommendation and supporting materials in making his 
recommendation to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada, who 
in turn will make her recommendation on whether or not to list Bocaccio to 
Governor in Council. An anticipated decision date has been set for December 2020, 
with the next opportunity for public consultation scheduled for May 2020, when the 
proposed decision is posted to Canada Gazette I.

Pacific Salmon 
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Five salmon and one anadromous trout species will be undergoing a process to 
consider whether or not they should be listed under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). 
The SARA listing process is initiated upon COSEWIC’s submission of its assessment 
to the Government of Canada.  Anticipated timelines are outlined in the table below.

Salmon COSEWIC
Assessment  

# of
DUs*

COSEWIC
Assessment
Submission

Date

Anticipated
Listing

Decision Date 
(36 months)

Sakinaw Sockeye EN 1 Oct 2016 Oct 2019

Okanagan Chinook EN 1 Oct 2017 Oct 2020

Interior Fraser Coho TH 1 Oct 2017 Oct 2020

Fraser Sockeye 8 EN, 2 TH, 5
SC

24 Oct 2018 Oct 2021

Interior Fraser 
Steelhead 
(Thomson & 
Chilcotin)

2 EN 2 Jan 2018 TBC

Southern BC 
Chinook

Assessment
not yet

performed

27 Expected Oct
2019

Oct 2022

EN – endangered
TH – threatened
SC – special concern

Further information on the SARA listing process can be found at:  http://www.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/species-especes/publications/sara-lep/policy-politique/index-eng.html

The Department continues to implement fishery management actions to reduce 
impacts on these populations.  Additional fishery management actions to protect 
these populations may be considered in 2018

Interior Fraser Steelhead Emergency Assessment 

Spawning escapement of Interior Fraser Steelhead has been on a downward trend 
for many years, with recent years’ escapements reaching the lowest on record.  
COSEWIC is currently undertaking an Emergency Assessment as per S.28(1) of SARA
to assess whether there is an imminent threat to the species, for the purpose of an 
Emergency Listing as per S.29(1) of SARA. The assessment was completed January 
10, 2018. 
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On February 13, 2018, COSEWIC released the results of its January 10, 2018 
emergency assessment of Steelhead Trout (Thompson River population and 
Chilcotin River Population) as per S.28 of SARA, which found both populations to be 
Endangered. The report is available through the Species at Risk Public Registry at 
https://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=837ED793-1.

The Government of Canada will now undertake a process to determine whether or 
not to list these two Steelhead populations on an emergency basis under S.29 of 
SARA. To support this process, DFO will develop a suite of materials, including 
science advice, a description of current and future management actions to conserve
the species, and a socio-economic analysis. Consultations will be undertaken with 
Indigenous Groups, the Province of British Columbia, and key stakeholders. In 
recognition of the urgent nature of this emergency process, it is anticipated that 
efforts will be more focussed and be undertaken under more compressed timelines 
than a regular SARA-listing process.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada recognises that there is a high degree of interest in 
these Steelhead Trout populations. We will be seeking your input throughout the 
SARA emergency listing decision process as it unfolds over the coming months.

If you have any questions about this process please contact Peter Hall at 
Peter.Hall@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Reporting Atlantic Salmon Sightings in British Columbia Waters

DFO requests all First Nations, fishers or those conducting stock assessment 
activities, to report sightings to the Atlantic Salmon Watch Program.  For captured 
fish, please retain the head and stomach of any suspected Atlantic salmon and send
the photo of the fish by email.  Samples of full fish would also be appreciated.  DFO 
will arrange for the transportation of any samples, which will then be tested to 
confirm their species and origin, and to determine if they have been feeding. 

Tips for identifying Atlantic salmon available are on our website.  The key 
distinguishing feature of Atlantic salmon is black spots on the gill cover.  The 
Atlantic salmon that escaped from a facility in Washington State weigh about 4.5kg 
(10lbs) each and the Department has been assured the salmon were free of 
therapeutants at the time of the escape.  Encounters with Atlantic salmon at any life
stage should be reported.  

There is a very low likelihood of Atlantic salmon establishing in Pacific waters based 
on numerous failed attempts to introduce Atlantic salmon to this coast in the past.  
Since 1991, the Atlantic Salmon Watch Program has found no evidence of 
established Atlantic salmon populations in BC.  Nevertheless, it remains important 
to be vigilant and ensure establishment does not occur.  Your reports will help in 
determining priority rivers for the Atlantic Salmon Watch swims.  DFO shares 
information about all reported sightings on our website.  Thank you for your help in 
monitoring BC waters.

Fall 2017 Regional SFAC Information 17/10/2017
Page 7 of 13

mailto:Peter.Hall@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
https://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=837ED793-1


FOR INFORMATION:  http://www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/science/aquaculture/aswp/index-eng.html

Canada’s Marine and Coastal Areas Conservation Mandate

The 2016 Federal Budget identified $81.3 M over five years, starting in 2016-17, for 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Natural Resources Canada to support marine 
conservation activities.  On June 8, 2016, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the 
Canadian Coast Guard, unveiled Canada’s strategy for reaching its domestic and 
international marine conservation targets of protecting 5% of Canada’s marine and 
coastal areas by 2017 and 10% by 2020 (commonly referred to as Aichi Target 11).

More specifically, the regional strategy developed to reach these two milestone 
targets included the following:

 Establish the Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound Glass Sponge Reefs MPA 
(complete);

• Establish new, large Oceans Act MPAs in pristine offshore areas in the offshore 
area approximately 80km from the west coast of Vancouver Island (Offshore AOI 
and fisheries closure announced);

• Establish additional Oceans Act MPAs in areas under pressure from human 
activities (Northern Shelf Bioregion MPA Network underway); 

• Advance other effective area-based conservation measures to protect areas of 
high conservation value (RCA review); and 

• Revisions to the Oceans Act to accelerate the MPA designation process without 
sacrificing science or the public’s opportunity to provide input. 

Hecate Strait

In February 2017, the Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound Glass Sponge Reefs 
Marine Protected Area (HS/QCS MPA) was designated under the Oceans Act. The 
conservation objective of the HS/QCS MPA is to conserve the biological diversity, 
structural habitat, and ecosystem function of the glass sponge reefs. 

The HS/QCS MPA Regulations prohibit:

 Carrying out any activity that disturbs, damages, destroys or removes any 
living marine organism or any part of its habitat or is likely to do so; or

 Carrying out any scientific research or monitoring, or an educational activity, 
unless it is part of an activity plan that has been approved by the Minister.

The MPA is comprised of three spatially distinct components to encompass the 
northern reef, the two central reefs, and the southern reef. Each component will 
have three management zones: a core protection zone (CPZ), an adaptive 
management zone (AMZ) and a vertical adaptive management zone (VAMZ). The 
CPZ of the Northern, two Central, and Southern Reefs contain the sponge reefs and 
are designed to provide the highest level of protection to the reefs. The CPZ consists
of the seabed, the subsoil to a depth of 20m, and the water column above the 
seabed to a depth of 100 m below the sea surface for the Northern Reef, 120 m for 
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the Central Reefs (Zones A and B), and 146 m for the Southern Reef. The VAMZ 
consist of the water column that extends above the CPZ to the sea surface. 

All CPZs are closed to all commercial, recreational, and Aboriginal fishing, while the 
VAMZ and AMZ are currently closed to all commercial bottom contact fishing 
activities for prawn, shrimp, crab, and groundfish, as well as for midwater trawl for 
hake (specifically see FN0198 Fishery Notice).  Further detail and maps on the 
fishery closures is accessible online on the Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound
Glass Sponge Reef MPA DFO webpage (http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/mpa-
zpm/hecate-eng.html).

DFO contact - Jacinthe Amyot (Jacinthe.Amyot@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

SGaan Kinghlas – Bowie Seamount (SK-B) MPA

The SK-B MPA was designated under the Oceans Act in 2008. The SK-B Regulations 
prohibit activities that may disturb, damage, destroy, or remove living marine 
organisms, their habitat or the seabed. Similarly, any activity that deposits, 
discharges, or dumps substances that are likely to result in the disturbance, 
damage, destruction or removal of living marine organisms or any part of their 
habitat is also prohibited.  The regulations also recognize that certain activities may 
occur within the MPA (called “exceptions” in the regulations) under specified 
conditions.  These activities include Aboriginal, commercial, and recreational fishing;
vessel traffic; and marine research.

On October 20, 2017 the SK-B Management Board (the Board) adopted a motion to 
recommend that the SK-B MPA be closed to all bottom contact fisheries (commercial,
recreational, and FSC) effective immediately due to information about coral 
encounters and benthic impacts from bottom contact fishing gear.  An SK-B Advisory
Committee (SKBAC) meeting was held on October 30, 2017 by the Board to review 
and discuss the proposed closure with stakeholders. The meeting was attended by 
the conservation, commercial fishing, and the recreational fishing sector (i.e. SFAB). 
T

Individual harvesters were also notified of the closure through the DFO fishery 
notices webpage (specifically see FN0089 –SK-B MPA Portions of Areas 101 and 142 -
Closure of all Bottom Contact Fishing Activities, February 9, 2018) available here: 
http://notices.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fns-sap/index-eng.cfm?
pg=view_notice&DOC_ID=205176&ID=all.

Information regarding recreational fishing in the SK-B MPA is currently limited. The 
management board is encouraging all recreational harvesters who have entered or 
are planning to visit the SK-B MPA under a Tidal Waters Sports Fishing Licence to 
share information regarding their activities by contacting skbmpa@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.   

DFO contact - Jacinthe Amyot (Jacinthe.Amyot@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

Offshore AOI

In November 2017, DFO introduced a fisheries closure (~83,000 km2) restricting 
commercial and recreational bottom contact fishing in the Offshore Pacific, located 
80-100 km2 west of Vancouver Island.  The area is significant based on a CSAS 
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report that identified five ecologically and biologically significant area features (18 
hydrothermal vents and 12 seamounts).  A series of engagement sessions across 
multiple interest groups, governments, and First Nations informed the resulting 
closure decision.  The fisheries closure provides immediate protection to the area 
while the longer term Oceans Act MPA designation process unfolds.  It is expected 
that the MPA will be established by 2020 based on transparent and inclusive process
that includes science, consultations, and FN engagement. 

DFO contact – Joy Hillier (Joy.Hillier@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

NSB MPA Network

Currently, the Government of Canada, the Province of British Columbia and 17 First 
Nations are working together to develop a Marine Protected Area (MPA) network in 
the Northern Shelf Bioregion (NSB).  MPA Network planning in the NSB is identified 
as a priority for implementation of the Pacific North Coast Integrated Management 
Area Plan (PNCIMA), which was endorsed by the Partners (Canada, BC and Pacific 
First Nations) in February 2017.  The PNCIMA plan provides the federal context for 
marine planning and would provide the overarching governance framework for 
network and marine spatial planning in the Pacific North Coast.  

MPA network planning process is now close to completing step four, which involves 
compiling, verifying, mapping data, and reviewing existing conservation areas. This 
work will lead to the identification of new potential conservation areas and, along 
with stakeholder input, will inform options for the design of network scenarios. 
Opportunities for stakeholder input to the planning process are being provided 
through multiple means, including the establishment of five advisory committees. It 
is anticipated that a MPA Network Action Plan will be finalized in 2019.  

DFO contact - Libardo Amaya (Libardo.Amaya@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

Other Measures

In addition to Oceans Act MPAs, other measures, such as long-term fishery closures 
that are contributing to the conservation of biodiversity, may count toward these 
targets.  The term “other measure” is not as well defined.  The definition of “other 
measures” and their role in helping to meet the targets is an area of interest to 
domestic and international groups.  The Canadian Council on Ecological Areas 
(CCEA) and a Task Force under the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) are developing international guidance to help define the term. In addition, it 
is expected that the Secretariat to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will 
develop voluntary guidance on this topic by 2018.  In the meantime, DFO has 
developed interim “Operational Guidance for Identifying Other Effective Area-Based 
Conservation Measures” through a Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat (CSAS) 
process.  In general terms, the operational guidance recommends that all marine 
“other measures” should:  be spatially defined;  have a stock management objective
or conservation objective that directly relates to an ecologically important species 
or habitat; be long-term, as demonstrated through legal means or the stated 
objective; and protect the ecologically important species and its habitat from 
existing and foreseeable
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An assessment of existing area-based management measures in Canada’s oceans 
that qualify as marine “other measures” was completed in 2017.  Of all the ~900 
Fisheries Act fishery closures assessed against the interim operational guidelines, 
only the Strait of Georgia Sponge Reef fishery closures (29 km2)  qualified as “other 
measures” to contribute to the 2017 marine conservation target.   Further analysis 
is underway , led by DFO Resource Management, to further evaluate how existing 
fisheries closures (e.g. Rockfish Conservation Areas) could support the targets.  

DFO contact – Amy Mar (Amy.Mar@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

Halibut 

The 2017 recreational halibut TAC, 1,118,029 pounds, was achieved in early 
September and the fishery was closed on Sep 6 2017.  

Harvest advice for the 2018 halibut season was considered at the 94th Session of 
the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) Annual Meeting.  The meeting 
was held January 22 to 26, 2018 at the Hilton Portland Downtown in Portland, 
Oregon, USA.  
http://www.iphc.int/meetings-and-events/annual-meeting.html 

The 2018 recreational TAC is 927,990 pounds.  The following management 
measures were recommended by the SFAB and adopted for 2018/19 by the 
Department:

 Season opening on March 1 2018 – this is a month later than in previous 
years

 Reduced length for the first fish - 115cm (head-on), down from 133cm (head-
on) the previous year; applicable from April 1st 2018 under the conditions of 
licence for 2018/19

 The second fish length was unchanged at 83cm

 The catch limit was unchanged from last year, remaining at 1 per day, with a 
possession limit of 2, and an annual limit of 6.

Note that for the month of March 2018, the fishery will continue under the 2017/18 
conditions of licence, which specify the length of the first fish at 133cm; the new 
length of 115cm will not come into effect until April 1st 2018.

Rockfish 

During pre-season consultations with the SFAB held in Richmond on February 2-4 
2018, rockfish conservation measures were discussed both in general and 
specifically in relation to Ouside waters. Descending devices were recommended by 
the SFAB to aid in the survivability of rockfish that are being returned to the ocean, 
which would otherwise suffer fatal barotrauma effects.  For 2018/19, DFO in 
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collaboration with the SFAB will work to define and promote the use of these 
devices. 

Restrictions to daily catch limits for rockfish were introduced by DFO for the 
following species:

 Yelloweye – zero retention in Outside Waters

 Bocaccio  – zero retention in Outside Waters

 A catch limit of three rockfish per day in Outside waters, only one of which 
may be a

o China, Tiger, or Quillback rockfish

Note: Outside waters are Management Areas 1 to 11, 21 to 27, 101 to 111, 121 to 
127, 130, 142 and Subarea 12-14.

Prawn 

Very positive feedback was received on work done last year on the communications 
front e.g. Catch Counts=>”Prawn Spawn” via different modes.  View the website at 
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawnspawn-crevreprod-
eng.html ,http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawn-trap-piege-crevette-
eng.html, and twitter https://twitter.com/sportfishingbc.

DFO supports the continuation of dialogue with SFAB via an independent facilitator, 
Bob Purdy from the Fraser Basin Council.  This next round of work will focus on 
sharing knowledge about prawn biology and fisheries management; and explore 
ways and means to improve info sharing and collaboration between the SFAB and 
DFO.  

In January, the SFAB supported the release of berried prawns with eggs to become 
mandatory.  This was a motion that originated with the Area 25 SFAC and will be 
implemented under the BC Tidal Waters Sport Fishing Licence as a condition of 
licence.  It is already a requirement in the commercial fishery.  The wording for the 
licence condition is: 

Prawn:  No person shall retain prawns carrying eggs, or remove eggs from the 
underside of prawns carrying eggs.  All prawns carrying eggs externally on the 
underside of the tail shall be returned to the water immediately and in the manner 
that causes the least harm.

Prawn Advisory Board – working on new terms of reference.  New process calls for 
written reports and “consensus based” recommendations.

Crab 

Fall 2017 Regional SFAC Information 17/10/2017
Page 12 of 13

https://twitter.com/sportfishingbc
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawn-trap-piege-crevette-eng.html
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawn-trap-piege-crevette-eng.html
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawnspawn-crevreprod-eng.html
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/rec/docs/prawnspawn-crevreprod-eng.html


In 2018, the Department will be consulting with the SFAB about the implementation 
of a number of conservation management measures across all fisheries, including 
mandatory escape rings, holding cages, and the banning of night setting and 
hauling in the southern Strait of Georgia and Fraser River areas.  Crab initiatives will
be discussed in detail at the April 13 SFAB Groundfish/Shellfish Working Group.

Transport and Packaging Discussions 

Same process as last year while the regulation request is underway.  If you are 
transporting someone else’s fish, carry documentation.
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