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1. - From President Christopher Bos and 

the SVIAC Board of Directors  

On behalf of the Board of Directors let me take this 

opportunity to wish you and your family a very Happy, 

Healthy and Prosperous New Year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank you sincerely for your support of South 

Vancouver Island Anglers Coalition.  Because of your 

generosity we have been able to lobby for your 

fisheries and influence fisheries management, as well 

as be present at important decision making tables.   

In 2017 our most notable achievement came in May 

when we successfully out-planted the first 210,000 

juvenile Chinook salmon into the Sooke Basin. By all 

measures this was a notable success.  The results will 

be more adult Chinook returning to Juan de Fuca 

Strait in 2020.  Without the support of generous 

members and businesses this would not have been 

possible.   

The SVIAC Board of Directors is eager to increase our 

membership early in 2018, as there is a greater than 

usual need to lobby for our salmon fisheries this year. 

The more members we have, the stronger our voice, 

thus giving us greater credibility with politicians and 

at fisheries management decision-making tables. 

Please help us reach that goal by renewing your 

membership and encouraging your friends to buy a 

membership too. 

As Always We Sincerely 

 Appreciate Your Support! 
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2.  News 
 

(i) – Orca Symposium in Vancouver 

On October 10th, 11th and 12th 2017 at the Vancouver 

Convention Centre, DFO along with Transport Canada 

and the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

hosted the Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) 

Symposium.   The purpose of the event was to share 

the latest science information about the state of the 

endangered SRKW and garner stakeholder input 

potentially useful in defining recovery actions.  

Essentially, the federal government wanted to hear 

from all the interested parties what the current 

problems are and what immediate and long term 

remedial steps might be taken.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVIAC president, Christopher Bos was concerned that 

the public recreational fishing sector was initially not 

well represented at the symposium.  Angling groups, 

like SVIAC, the SFI, the BCWF and the SFAB had 

essentially been reduced to attending via the general 

public sign up, as there was no direct recognition of 

their sector on the agenda.  And surprisingly our 

sector reps had been omitted altogether from the 

invitation list to technical workshops on October 10th.  

After contacting DFO Assistant Deputy Minister 

Trevor Swerdfager, the person charged with 

coordinating the Vancouver SRKW symposium, this 

was rectified.  However, the expert panel discussion 

session on October 12th still had Christina Burridge of 

the BC Seafood Alliance, the commercial fishing 

representative speaking on behalf of the public 

recreational fishing sector, as no public fishery 

presenter had been included.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver Convention Centre 

While certainly not ideal, Christina can be credited for 

doing a great job on stage in front of 300 plus 

attendees under difficult circumstances, making a 

case that fishery closures are not a solution to SRKW 

recovery.  SVIAC ended up having two member 

representatives officially attend all three days of the 

symposium, so it did all work out in the end.   
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On Tuesday October 10th, the first day of the 

symposium, there were a series of by invitation only 

technical sessions.  The agenda for October 11th and 

12th was an open-to-the-public session.  The three 

technical workshops on the Tuesday covered the 

main reasons why SRKW are listed endangered.   

They were Contaminants in the Food Web, Noise and 

Disturbance and Prey Availability.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SRKW Critical Habitat in Red 

The food contaminant technical session looked at 

ways of reducing poisonous chemicals getting into 

the food chain and cutting back on pollution. The 

SRKW have very high levels of contaminants, stored 

in their body fat that may well contribute to them 

having compromised immune systems.  This health 

challenge makes them more susceptible to secondary 

health issues becoming more severe or worse still 

fatal.  This is especially true, if their natural food is 

scarce, because they start utilizing stored body fat as 

energy to survive.  Possible solutions discussed 

included crafting new legislation or improved 

regulations that would reduce contamination and 

even the ability to block certain chemicals being used 

at all; such as copper in brake shoe products that end 

up in storm water.  The technical session pollution 

break-out group felt there were a number of long 

term actions that might lead to lower pollution in 

water and the food chain.  Moving toward improving 

storm water run-off quality so less toxic materials and 

petrochemical compounds flow into the streams and 

rivers was also considered an important step.   

The noise and disturbance technical session focused 

on what noises were bad or had a negative effect on 

SRKW and how to reduce those noises. This was for 

both above surface noise and disturbance as well as 

sub-surface sound waves in water (underwater 

acoustics).  Remedies suggested included slowing of 

huge cargo-type vessels with large noisy diesel engine 

propulsion system through Haro and Juan de Fuca 

Strait so as to reduce engine noise disturbance to 

SRKW.  Also having areas where the Orcas have no 

noise such as designated refugia were also suggested 

and even moving the Canadian whale watching boats 

back to 200 metres (up from the existing 100 metres 

at the time) was put forward. Much work is being 

done by scientists to attempt to better understand 

how boat and ship motors impact SRKW feeding 

habits and if the use of electronic sonar depth 

sounders blocks the Orcas from echo locating their 

prey.  The University of Victoria is currently engaged 
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in a project monitoring underwater noise in the area 

around South Vancouver Island. 

The Prey Availability technical session naturally 

focused on Chinook salmon as large adult Chinook 

make up 80% of SRKW annual diet.  While less 

important Chum, Coho and even Steelhead all feature 

in the other 20% of the SRKW food needs.  This 

session was led by Dr. Brian Riddell of the Pacific 

Salmon Foundation, who gave a broad presentation 

on a variety of issues.  He concluded that certain 

Southern BC Chinook stocks of low abundance are 

contributing to the lack of available SRKW food while 

those whales are in the Canadian portion of the 

habitat, particularly the far north migrating spring 

and summer stream-type Fraser River Chinook.  He 

discussed the PSF Salish Sea initiative and some of 

the conclusions so far as why salmon productivity is 

low.   

 

 

 

 

 

Predation of prey food (Chinook) has emerged as a 

significant issue. Seals are now identified by science 

as a cause of the loss of as much as a 30% of out-

migrating Chinook smolts in the rivers and estuaries.  

With seal populations around Vancouver Island at an 

all-time high this isn’t a good news story for ensuring 

abundant Chinook stocks.  It was also noted that 

many juvenile Chinook are eaten by birds such as 

terns, herons, mergansers and cormorants.  This 

indicates that current tumbling Chinook abundance 

may be caused in some significant part by predation 

at the juvenile life stage.   

Interestingly, Dr. Brian Riddell did mention the SVIAC 

Sooke Chinook Enhancement Initiative as one 

potential solution to increasing adult Chinook 

abundance.  He pondered that multiple out-planting 

sites around south Vancouver Island could be one 

way to respond to the need to increase Chinook 

numbers; this could realize results fairly quickly too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sooke Chinook Temporary Marine Enclosure Structure 

A number of the attendees at this technical session 

on Prey Availability put forward that closing all sport 

fishing for Chinook in the Canadian SRKW critical 

habitat area was an important and immediate first 

step.  One group even suggested closing all Chinook 

fishing, both commercial and public, in all the marine 

waters of BC.  They also seemed angered that DFO 

had not closed Chinook angling in the past on 

predicted low return abundance runs.   

Another risk to our salmon fishery was brought up at 

the symposium.  According to Dr. Lance Barrett-

Lennard, a zoologist from UBC and the Vancouver 

Aquarium, one of the experts attending the 

symposium, it’s not just the Chinook anglers taking 

fish that could be Orca food that is problematic.  His 

Seals are now identified by science 

as a cause of the loss of as much 

as a 30% of out migrating Chinook 

smolts in the rivers and estuaries.   
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assertion is that even a small fleet of angling boats 

engaged in Chinook fishing in a traditional SRKW 

feeding area will “disrupt or block” the killer whales 

from accessing their feeding grounds and lead to the 

whales moving away or end up going hungry.  Dr. 

Barrett-Lennard gave no scientific research that 

proved his assertion, but offered … I have personally 

observed this SRKW behavior and he also claimed to 

have ground-truthed this through discussion with 

some colleagues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orcas by Sport Fishing Boat (photo by Deanna Brett) 

To your SVIAC representatives attending the 

symposium, this claim seems to be yet another 

unsubstantiated theory designed to play on the 

emotions of fisheries managers and was 

disappointing to hear as it is not science based.  Many 

salmon anglers have had the privilege or misfortune, 

depending on your perspective, of Orcas hunting prey 

and feeding on Chinook salmon right beside their 

boats while fishing.  We also know the fishing success 

tends to be quite poor for several hours after the 

Orcas have moved through, as the salmon escape 

from the area. The challenge Dr. Barrett-Leonard’s 

theory posed for the salmon fishery was those 

government attendees at the symposium might have 

believed the doctor from Vancouver Aquarium and 

considered some form of curative action, without any 

scientific rigor being applied.   

There were a number of interesting facts shared in 

the two day public portion of the symposium.  

Northern Resident Killer Whales, while also listed by 

Canada’s Species At Risk Act (threatened not 

endangered,) have increased their population 

threefold since the mid-1970s.  They are now at 290 

strong and growing, so it seems food shortage 

doesn’t appear to be an issue for them.  There is an 

overlap of the NRKW and SRKW habitat, but it 

appears they do not frequent the same place at the 

same time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SRKW have a main habitat range from Southern 

California to mid-Vancouver Island.  For nearly half a 

century the Sacramento River in California and the 

mighty Columbia River in Oregon, both of which 

historically supported huge runs of Chinook salmon, 

have experienced considerable drops in adult 

Chinook abundance.  Damming, diverting water, 

For nearly half a century the 

Sacramento River in California and the 

mighty Columbia River in Oregon, 

both of which historically supported 

huge runs of Chinook salmon, have 

experienced considerable drops in 

adult Chinook abundance. Damming, 

diverting, mining, forestry, agriculture, 

water extraction and fertilizers run off 

are all causes affecting salmon 

spawning success on those rivers.   
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mining, forestry, agriculture, water extraction and 

fertilizers run off are all causes affecting salmon 

spawning success on those rivers.  In the past fifteen 

years the Fraser River stream-type Chinook salmon, 

those that spawn as particularly large adults in their 

fifth year, have also shown steady decline.  Declining 

populations of large adult Chinook in traditional 

habitat for several decades would suggest a lack of 

preferred prey availability for SRKW. This 

phenomenon may actually be one important reason 

why there was a slow but study decline of the SRKW 

population between the early 1990s and now.  Their 

numbers reduced from 98 to 76 today and whale 

scientists claim there is a direct correlation to SRKW 

population and Chinook salmon abundance.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reduction in Chinook Catch 1984 - 2010 

On the final day of the symposium there was a panel 

session where experts from various backgrounds 

stood up and offered their thoughts.  As mentioned 

earlier, Christina Burridge from the BC Seafood 

Alliance speaking on behalf of the commercial fishing 

sector made the case that there has already been a 

major reduction in Chinook catch province wide 

across all fisheries over several decades and fishing 

closures historically have not worked.  

Dan Kukat, of Victoria-based Springtide Whale 

Watching, speaking on behalf of the Pacific Whale 

Watching Association, made a clear statement that 

their sector believes that removing any sector’s 

access to salmon, including through fishing closures, 

will not work. If anything he felt it would likely be 

more detrimental than any help food-wise to SRKW.  

His point was that fisheries are not just an economic 

consideration, but also social consideration and much 

much more. Take the fisherman off the water and the 

stewards, the eyes and ears of oversight will be gone, 

so too will be all the thousands of hours dedicated to 

volunteering on salmon enhancement and habitat 

restoration. And not to forget that fishermen are very 

generous giving significant monetary donations to 

salmon enhancement projects annually.  Dan also 

lauded the SVIAC Sooke Chinook Enhancement 

Initiative, stating that the whale watchers support 

this worthy enhancement project. He recommended 

to the Fisheries Minister to find the funds to raise an 

additional 7,000,000 juvenile Chinook for out-

planting programs around South Vancouver Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DFO Min LeBlanc & MP Beech at Symposium(right) 

The closing moments of the event had the DFO 

organizer Swerdfager indicating a report document 
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covering the three-day event’s proceedings would be 

forthcoming and useful information gathered at the 

symposium would be considered during the recovery 

action planning process.  While SVIAC supports all  

efforts to recover our iconic SRKW, we are also 

concerned about our ongoing access to Chinook 

salmon and remain unsure of the government’s 

intentions around this issue. 

 

(ii) – Meeting with MP Terry Beech 

On Saturday October 14th SVIAC president Chris Bos 

and Thomas Cole Rt’d CPO, a former SVIAC BoD 

member and president of the Amalgamated 

Conservation Society, went to Burnaby to meet with 

Liberal MP Terry Beech (Burnaby North – Seymour) 

at his constituency office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnaby Constituency Office of MP Terry Beech 

Terry Beech is the Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and Canadian Coast 

Guard and the west coast political contact regarding 

the department.  The meeting purpose was to 

educate MP Beech about the importance of the year-

round public salmon fisheries around South 

Vancouver Island.  It is imperative that senior staff at 

DFO in Ottawa understand the significance of our 

south Vancouver Island fisheries to the community 

and our existing efforts to enhance Chinook through 

SVIAC’s Sooke Basin Chinook Enhancement Initiative 

primarily to feed Southern Resident Killer Whales 

(SRKW). 

Following the October 10th, 11th and 12th Southern 

Resident Killer Whale Symposium held in Vancouver, 

SVIAC’s representatives were concerned about SVI 

salmon fisheries. At the symposium a number of 

environmental non-government organization reps 

and attendees from the Vancouver Aquarium were 

lobbying for DFO to close commercial and public 

recreational fisheries for Chinook salmon.  Their 

assertion was closing those fisheries would make a 

difference in Chinook salmon abundance available to 

the SRKW.  As the marine waters around South 

Vancouver Island are also considered the critical 

summer habitat for SRKW, it’s clear our year-round 

salmon fishery is potentially a target in the SRKW 

recovery action plan.  For that reason SVIAC believes 

it imperative all advocacy groups for the public 

fishing sector, like SVIAC, make their counter position 

clearly known and put forward real solutions that will 

work.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Adult Orca and Calf 

MP Beech was provided a briefing paper that showed 

the significant requirement of large adult Chinook 
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needed by the existing 76 SRKW.  Chris and Tom also 

explained to MP Beech how our Chinook fishery has 

been dramatically reduced and restricted for over a 

decade and placing further restrictions will only lead 

to further hardship for anglers and the businesses 

that serve them, while bringing no material benefit to 

the Orcas.   It is worth noting here we have actually 

reduced our catch of key Fraser River Stream-Type 

Chinook between 75% and 85% since the early 2000s.  

Interestingly, the 76 remaining SRKW require a huge 

amount of large Chinook per year.  Their annual need 

is 11,096,000 lbs of Chinook salmon or approximately 

400 lbs per whale per day.  That means the SRKW 

group will consume around 550,000 Chinook of 20 lbs 

or greater in a year.  Closing the entire Chinook 

fishery in area 19 and 20 from Sidney to Jordan River 

will result in about a week’s worth of food for SRKW, 

which is hardly a solution to address starving Orcas 

recovery needs. And that week’s worth of food is 

based on every Chinook that anglers don’t catch 

automatically ending up in the mouth of a SRKW, 

which would not be the case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having made the argument that the juice isn’t worth 

the squeeze regarding entertaining fishery closures as 

a solution, the SVIAC representatives presented their 

recommendations. Drastically increasing adult 

Chinook abundance is critical to the SRKW recovery 

plan and fast. Our primary recommendation is for 

government to set up a series of short term juvenile 

Chinook out-planting locations using temporary 

marine enclosures, just like SVIAC’s Sooke Basin 

Chinook Enhancement Initiative.  We know that the 

DFO Salmon Enhancement Program in BC can be 

tasked with collecting and rearing wild juvenile 

salmon.  The out-planting technique increases the 

juvenile to adult survival ratio, therefore making this 

method the most viable and cost effective solution in 

our area.  SVIAC recommended siting temporary 

marine enclosure projects in multiple locations 

around the south end of Vancouver Island with the 

expectation that in a few years adult Chinook 

abundance (of 20 lb plus fish or greater) would 

increase in the Haro and Juan de Fuca Straits during 

the SRKW’s critical per winter feeding time. 

The meeting was cordial; MP Beech welcomed our 

visit and listened carefully to our recommendations.  

Our final words at the conclusion of the meeting 

were that we all agreed to work together and follow 

up with correspondence confirming our discussions. 

We also extended a formal invitation to MP Terry 

Beech and the Honourable Fisheries Minister Dominic 

LeBlanc to meet key south Vancouver Island fisheries 

representatives at a SVIAC hosted luncheon in 

Victoria early in the New Year.   

 

(iii) – Canadian Government Reaches 

5% Marine Protection Target in 2017 

On Saturday October 28th 2017 the Canadian 

Government put out a press release about achieving 

their goal of establishing marine refuge areas 

amounting to 5% of Canada’s Oceans.  Prime Minister 

Trudeau had made campaign promises about 

conservation and marine protection during the last 

federal election. 

------------------ 

Closing the entire Chinook fisheries in 

area 19 and 20 from Sidney to Jordan 

River will result in about a week’s 

worth of food for SRKW, which is 

hardly a solution to address starving 

Orcas recovery needs.  
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The Canadian Government News Release … 

Victoria, British Columbia – Canada’s oceans have 

been part of our history, our culture and our way of 

life from coast to coast to coast since time 

immemorial. Climate change and human activity are 

affecting our oceans and coastlines, and humanity 

has a duty to protect them. 

The Government of Canada committed to increase 

the protection of marine and coastal areas to 5% by 

the end of 2017, and to 10% by 2020, to ensure a 

healthy and sustainable marine environment now 

and for future generations. Today, Canada is proud to 

celebrate the achievement of that first major 

milestone. 

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of 

Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard and 

the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change, announced that 

Canada has now surpassed our target to protect 5% 

of our oceans and coastlines by 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Canadian Offshore Area of Interest 

New marine refuges off the coast of British Columbia 

and in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence in Quebec 

together contribute an additional 1.59% of protected 

ocean area to Canada’s coasts, bringing us past our 

domestic 5% target and closer to our international 

target. These refuges were created thanks to close 

collaboration with partners and stakeholders. 

The marine refuge in the Pacific coast is located 

within the boundaries of the new large Offshore 

Pacific Area of Interest, and protects underwater 

seamounts and several hydrothermal vents by 

prohibiting all bottom-contact commercial and 

recreational fishing activities within the refuge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offshore Hydrothermal Vents 

In addition, 11 new marine refuges in the Gulf of St. 

Lawrence will make a lasting contribution to marine 

conservation in Canada. They aim to protect cold-

water coral and sponge communities and prohibit the 

use of bottom-contact fishing gear, whether it be for 

commercial, recreational, or Aboriginal subsistence 

fishing. 

This summer, Minister McKenna and Minister LeBlanc 

announced a proposed national marine conservation 

area in Tallurutiup Imanga/Lancaster Sound that 

more than doubled the area of Canada’s marine 

protected waters, and will contribute about 1.9% of 

Canada’s total marine estate towards the 5% 

protection goal announced today. 

Both Ministers agreed that while Canada has made 

progress toward meeting these targets since 
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announcing Canada’s plan on World Oceans Day in 

June of 2016, there is more work needed to ensure 

that marine and coastal areas are protected for 

future generations.  -30-  END 

-------------- 

So by doing this DFO has helped keep an election 

promise, which is obviously a respectable 

accomplishment and increasing marine protection of 

the unique and impressive seamounts and 

hydrothermal vents is too.  One does wonder what 

will be considered for protection in the next 5% 

target for establishment by 2020.  It appears that 

currently Rockfish Conservation Areas do not meet 

the UN criteria, so they cannot be considered part of 

the next round of MPAs unless there is a change.  

There are five identified Pacific Ocean regions where 

National Marine Conservation Areas could be 

established, of which two in Haida Gwaii are already 

in place.  We can only hope that the areas being 

considered for the 2020 expansion to reach 10% 

overall will not affect our fisheries on the BC coast.  

 

(iv) - Be Worried About an NMCA in 

Your Backyard … 

At the South Coast Sport Fishing Advisory Board 

meeting on Dec 2nd and 3rd 2017 in Nanaimo, DFO 

provided an update on Canada’s Marine Conservation 

Targets Initiative (2017 – 2020).   Much of the 

presentation focused on a huge offshore Marine 

Protected Area currently being implemented and 

how the Trudeau government is pushing forward 

with plans to establish 5% of Canada’s Pacific Ocean 

as marine protected no fishing status by the end of 

2017 (read the Cdn Gov’t Reaches 5% MPA Target article 

for more on this).  There was one surprising piece of 

news shared with the SFAB meeting attendees that 

brought a ghost from Christmas past back to the 

forefront again.  One of the slides from the DFO 

PowerPoint deck jumped out at the Victoria SFAB 

Committee representatives, it was headed ‘Strait of 

Georgia National Marine Conservation Area’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayaking in an NMCA 

The presenter informed us Parks Canada is again 

moving ahead with the establishment of a new 

National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) in the 

Southern Strait of Georgia.  The NMCA footprint area 

being proposed encompasses the marine waters 

stretching from Victoria (Gordon Head) right up to 

Nanaimo (Gabriola Island level with Cedar).  This area 

also includes all the Southern Gulf Islands within 

Canadian waters and Saanich Inlet.  

This important ecological protected area is set to be 

operational by 2020 as part of the federal 

government’s intent to have 10% of Canada’s ocean 

as protected area.  Yes, by 2020 and that is only two 

years from now! 

As anglers, we are fully aware conservation is a noble 

endeavour, so one might think a National Marine 

Conservation Area is all positive news for those who 

live on South Vancouver Island as well as the tidal 

water anglers who fish in this area.  The Parks Canada 

statement on this initiative is: “National Marine 

Conservation Areas are created by Parks Canada with 

the same goals as a national park – conservation, 

public understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment – 
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and sustainable use.”  Reading those nice words 

makes one feel all warm and fuzzy.   However, 

caution is needed here before we start celebrating 

the protection of our important local marine waters 

that will soon be teeming with fish and wildlife again.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed NMCA Footprint 

The first thing for consideration is this NMCA will 

bring another level of government with all their 

policies, regulatory requirements and user fees into 

our backyard. Municipal, regional, provincial and 

federal jurisdictions all have some form of control 

over the area already; the new SoG NMCA will create 

a further federal oversight beyond DFO and Transport 

Canada.  There will definitely be new management 

regulations for angling charters, whale watchers, dive 

charters, eco-tour operators, small independent ferry 

services and other boat-based businesses.  Now these 

businesses will all have to buy separate licenses to 

operate within the NMCA area.  Add to that there is 

consideration being given to public user fees, 

especially activities like anchoring when overnight 

cruising. This is a similar model to federal 

government operated land-based parks.   

Let’s also not forget, the agency that will implement 

and oversee this initiative is after all Parks Canada 

and at their core they don’t like “extraction” of any 

creatures from ‘their’ parks.  On the books, Parks 

Canada state that fishing is a permitted activity within 

an NMCA, but don’t be fooled.  They also make the 

claim the NMCA will be managed to a higher level of 

conservation.  What that means is anyone’s guess.  

Will DFO manage the public fisheries in the NMCA or 

will Parks Canada now be managing fisheries?  If it 

remains with DFO, will they now have to alter 

management measures to appease Parks Canada’s 

higher conservation level management objectives? 

We shall see.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea Lion Haul Out 

We already know Parks Canada allows the public to 

fish in NMCAs, but does that mean the entire NMCA 

footprint remains open to all types of fishing at all 

times? No, the NMCA policy requirement states there 

will be closure of specific areas within the total NMCA 
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footprint, only permitting ‘removal’ for scientific 

collection and monitoring.  This might be where 

government deems there are important features to 

protect or fish stocks that are of concern.  Be sure 

though, it will be far more than the existing Rockfish 

Conservation Areas closed zones too.  During public 

consultations about the original SoG NMCA feasibility 

study back in 2010, one Parks Canada employee 

expressed the desire of the government to model 

their NMCAs after the Australian Great Barrier Reef 

Marine Protected Area, where 25% of the waters 

inside that MPA are closed to all fishing.  While it is 

doubtful that amount would be closed if a SoG NMCA 

is established, it is certainly worth being on guard as 

to what Parks Canada might propose as a closed area. 

 
Parks Canada Proposed SoG NMCA Banner 

One thing is worth noting, we can fully expect to 

learn that individual First Nations bands will refuse to 

accept the government closing their fisheries or 

blocking their access to any fishing within the new 

NMCA, especially if they haven’t ratified treaties.  So 

you might not be able to fish in certain areas of this 

new NMCA while others are not required to follow 

the same conservation goals or catch limits.   

As members of the public who live here where the 

NMCA is going to be established, we can anticipate 

consultation prior to implementation. The same 

courtesy should be extended to stakeholders.  At the 

time of publishing this newsletter three weeks after 

making several attempts through both emails and 

phone calls, the president of SVIAC has not even 

received a single courtesy return response. Two 

phone calls and two emails and no answers yet.  The 

silence is a little disconcerting.  

Finally, you might be asking yourself is this SVIAC 

news article designed to have all local anglers light 

their hair on fire about the likely establishment of a 

Southern Strait of Georgia NMCA?  In a word NO, but 

more a window into what lies behind the facade of 

‘conservation’ isn’t necessarily the outcome we all 

might expect. Stay tuned to this issue as it emerges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Editorial 

(i) – Atlantic Salmon Escape from Local 

Fish Farm in Washington State … 

It came as quite a surprise to many when they read in 

the Times Colonist or heard on the radio or saw on 

the local TV news that a whole bunch of Atlantic 

salmon escaped from a fish farm in US waters about 

50 kilometres east of Oak Bay.  Earlier this year, on 

August 19th the Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (WDFW) were notified of a problem 

concerning a fish farm located in a sheltered bay on 

Cypress Island in the Washington State’s Lower Gulf 

Islands region near Anacortes.  An initial statement to 

the press from Cooke Aquaculture, the company who 

own the fish farm in question, suggested that tidal 

currents associated with the recent Solar Eclipse had 

“Fishing is far more than catching 

fish, it is time spent in good 

company and the great outdoors” 

Al Lindner (TV and Radio Fishing 

Celebrity – In Fisherman and 

Lindner’s Fishing Edge) 
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caused the sea pens nets to fail and an estimated 

4,000 to 5,000 Atlantic salmon had escaped.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Failed Salmon Farm Structure 

Most of us had no idea there were Atlantic salmon 

being farmed that close to Victoria.  Many were 

equally horrified to learn at the beginning of 2017 

that NOAA in the USA had received an early stage 

application for a new Atlantic salmon fish farm 

license with the new site location to be near Port 

Angeles. After all of us hearing the wonderful story of 

the rehabilitating of the Elwha River, where dams 

were removed to better serve its native wild Pacific 

salmon, why on earth would anyone allow an alien 

salmon species to be farmed nearby?  Ironically, the 

company who applied for the new fish farm license 

near the Elwha River mouth is the same Cooke 

Aquaculture, whose pens failed leading to the 

escaped fish at Cypress Island.  That alarming fact 

obviously raises a few eyebrows. 

The early report from the Cypress Island fish farmer 

turned out to be quite untrue, as it became clear 

many more than 5,000 fish escaped and at the time 

of the escape the tidal currents were not that 

exceptional, so blaming the lunar eclipse was 

inaccurate. However, the sea pen structure where 

the fish were being kept was estimated to be 30 

years old and had likely malfunctioned due to wear 

and tear; plus probably suffered corrosion due to 

extended time in the saltwater.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damaged Cooke Fish Farm Structure – Aerial View 

To date, we now know the pens were holding more 

than 300,000 Atlantic salmon of around 10 pounds 

weight each at the time the escape occurred.  The 

WDFW acknowledged the Cooke Aquaculture pen 

failure, indicating the pens held approximate 305,000 

adult salmon and stated some 165,000 Atlantics had 

been accounted for, either caught alive in the 

surviving farm pen nets or removed as dead carcasses 

from the vicinity of the farm.  Hundreds of people 

reported catching these foreign fish on sport fishing 

gear from Nanaimo to Port Renfrew and even in the 

lower part of Puget Sound.  Still to this day more than 

100,000 salmon from the farm have not been found.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ID Farmed Atlantics by Large Spots on Gill Plate 
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Apparently, these escaped fish were treated for a 

disease known as Yellow Mouth in mid-July and that 

treatment for that disease prevented them from 

being consumed by humans until 30 days after 

treatment.  

So what are the consequences of these Atlantics 

escaping?  The risk of the escaped fish spawning 

successfully in our local waters and establishing a 

resident population is very low.  The Canadian 

government indicated shortly after the escape that 

they intend to monitor the rivers around South 

Vancouver Island for non-native species as part of 

their response.  They also asked the public to report 

any sightings of them, either while fishing or 

observing them in rivers or other waterways.   

The bigger question is will these fish that were 

essentially unable to feed themselves in the wild, 

become a disease worry when they start to starve 

and become more susceptible secondary health 

issues.  Can the interaction of a diseased fish and a 

healthy wild salmon or other native fish lead to 

disease transfer; simply put yes?  Although a low risk, 

it is possible, which is another negative outcome of 

this fish farm pen failure and Atlantic salmon escape.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlantic Salmon Collected at Escape Location 

The best solution by far is something that many have 

been pressing government to bring into policy for a 

long time.  Having all fish farm operations based on 

land (closed containment) is the only way to avoid 

escape and disease transfer all together. The global 

need to farm fish won’t go away, but implementing 

sound practical policy that removes all chance of 

harm to our wild Pacific salmon is imperative.  South 

Vancouver Island Anglers Coalition strongly supports 

land based aquaculture as a stated position and has 

been pressing for this since their inception in 2012. 

 

 

(ii) - A Nasty Halibut Surprise … 

BC’s halibut anglers got a nasty surprise when a DFO 

fisheries notice was issued on Monday 4th 

September advising that the Halibut fishing season 

would close at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday 6th 

September.  Abrupt, out of the blue and in contrast 

to the past three years, our halibut fishery ended in 

early September with no hope of opening before 

February 2018.  The 2017 BC public recreational 

fishery received 1,118,029 lbs of halibut as 15% of 

Canada’s Total Allowable Catch (TAC).  The public 

fishery’s TAC was all caught by early September due 

to a number of factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pacific Halibut- (Hippolglossus stenolepis) 

With 1,118,029 lbs of halibut, how was it all caught 

by early September?  The SFAB Halibut Committee 

opted to recommend maintaining a similar season in 

2017 as had occurred in 2016, where the TAC that 

year was 1,100,950 lbs and was not completely 
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caught by December 31st when the season closed.  

The differences were:  

(1) - In 2016 there was poor fishing weather in the 

north during one of the summer months, which 

resulted in lower fishing effort and lower halibut 

being kept. This did not repeat in 2017 as weather 

during the summer was stable;  

(2) - The average size of the halibut caught in 2016 

was smaller than those landed in 2017; and  

(3) - There was an increase in halibut fishing effort in 

the south in 2017 as salmon returns were low.   

So with better fishing weather, bigger fish kept and 

more effort our fishery raced through the TAC faster 

than planned. It was those three factors that led to 

an early closure.  The Halibut Committee and the 

SFAB did alert the angling community at the start of 

the season that the 2017 approach might have early 

closure consequences.  

 

Halibut 9’ 5” – 459 lbs at Anchorage Airport, Alaska 

Should the angling public be upset by this?  There are 

in reality several reasons for the angling community 

to look upon this with dissatisfaction. However, the 

closure was justifiable, but led to some reflection of 

how it could have worked out better. 

Firstly, closing the season early from a fisheries 

management perspective is perfectly defensible, 

because there is a set annual TAC for the public 

fishery and if that is caught before December 31st 

then a closure at the time when the TAC is used up in 

the fishery is warranted.  Unfortunately, very short 

notice closures that are unexpected are ‘a blunt 

instrument’ and are met with resentment from the 

halibut angling public.  Such actions destabilize the 

fishery too.  It also places people who have made 

halibut fishing plans months before the closure, to be 

faced with no opportunity in the public fishery.  

Worse than that are the professional fishing service 

providers, they book an angling client to come on a 

halibut charter, which normally is booked months in 

advance and take a deposit to secure the booking.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, these unfortunate service providers have to 

contact their client and advise them their trip is off 

and then refund their deposit.  No doubt this will 

anger the client and likely cause them to not use the 

services of that charter operator again.  All of these 

are examples of the negative results that arise from 

abrupt unanticipated fisheries management actions. 

Other ramifications are the effects of destabilizing 

the fishery.  The 2010 Recreational Fishery Vision 

The 2010 Recreational Fishery 

Vision Document Principle Number 

6: “The needs of the recreational 

fishery, such as for stable and 

predictable fishing opportunities, 

will be explicitly considered and 

clearly reflected in integrated 

fishery management plans.”  
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Document lays out the importance of the department 

carefully considering their fisheries management 

actions.  To quote the document’s Principle Number 6: 

“The needs of the recreational fishery, such as for 

stable and predictable fishing opportunities, will be 

explicitly considered and clearly reflected in 

integrated fishery management plans.”  Early 

unanticipated closures lead to destabilization of the 

fishery and make angling opportunity unpredictable, 

both being factors that lead to reducing participation 

in the fishery and loss of revenue to the fishing supply 

industry.  Neither of which outcomes are the intent 

of Principle Number 6. 

More of the same fisheries management would likely 

lead to a repeat of 2017 early closure in future. So 

what can be done to avoid this happening again?   

The SFAB Halibut Committee could adjust the fishery 

plan (reduce possession limits, only permit retention 

of smaller fish, shorten the season or perhaps reduce 

the annual limit) to achieve a likely underage of TAC, 

where the total TAC isn’t caught during the entire 

season leaving an uncaught surplus.  This is not very 

desirable because the need is to manage below the 

TAC each year, not to the TAC.  

The second option is for a halibut stamp to be 

implemented and use that money from stamp sales 

to buy or lease quota from the commercial sector.  If 

there are 300,000 plus or minus tidal water licenses 

sold per year and about 100,000 of those were to 

purchase an annual halibut stamp for $25.00.  That 

would result in a potential of $2,500,000 base to 

work with each year.  If leased, that could provide an 

additional 355,000 lbs of halibut to catch over and 

above the existing 15% each year, which would result 

in an improved eleven-month fishery.   

Another option is for the SFAB to seek a flexibility 

arrangement with the department in order to allow 

for the public recreational fishing sector to carry 

forward overages or underages to the following year, 

thus allowing the season to remain open or even 

close but only after reasonable notice. The 

commercial halibut sector has such arrangement and 

our sector does not.  Under such an agreement, if our 

sector were to exceed the TAC in one year, we could 

carry that deficit of halibut lbs forward by accounting 

for it from following year’s TAC.  Or if the public 

fishery’s TAC wasn’t all caught during a full eleven 

month season, the uncaught poundage could be 

added to the following year’s TAC providing an 

improved fishery.  Both of these scenarios lead to 

more stable and predictable fishery outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or perhaps our sector should seek a greater share of 

Canada’s TAC.  Currently, the public fishery only gets 

15% of Canada’s annual TAC.  It could be time for the 

SFAB to pass motions seeking another transfer of TAC 

to the public fishery giving our sector more pounds of 

halibut to work with each year.  Maybe even re-

establish the ad hoc lobby group British Columbia 

Sportfishing Coalition and start pressing the Fisheries 

Minister in Ottawa to transfer more quota to the 

public fishery from the commercial sector.  By 

seeking an additional 5% of the Canadian TAC would 

result in the public fishery having a total of 20%.  For 

example, 20% of Canada’s Tac would give the public 

approximately 1,500,000 lbs of halibut per year, up 

Currently, the public fishery only gets 

15% of Canada’s annual Halibut TAC. 

It could be time for the SFAB to pass 

motions seeking another transfer of 

TAC to the public fishery giving our 

sector more pounds of halibut to 

work with each year. 
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from the 1,100,000 lbs currently. Certainly something 

worth considering for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPHC Logo 

Looking forward, the SFAB will undoubtedly press 

DFO for some kind of flexibility arrangement to avoid 

getting struck by the blunt instrument of a short 

notice closure again in 2018 and beyond.  One can 

only hope the decision makers within DFO see the 

merit of our sector seeking flexibility.  SVIAC’s 

position is for the public fishery to have a full 11 

month season coast-wide with at least one 

reasonably large fish approx. 70 lbs or bigger) as the 

daily bag limit.  Your SVIAC rep on the SFAB Halibut 

Committee will represent your best interests at the 

table and be there at the International Pacific Halibut 

Commission in Portland, Oregon at the end of 

January 2018 helping get the best deal for Canada too.  

 

 

(iii) - 2018 Chinook Salmon Fishing … 

Fifteen years ago at this time of year the South 

Vancouver Island angling community would 

anticipate some form of prediction about the coming 

year’s salmon fishing for our area.  Back then, at local 

SFAB meetings, DFO would offer a rough estimate of 

returning adult salmon based upon brood year 

success and recent ocean survival trends.  This 

afforded anglers and all the small businesses that 

supply the salmon fishermen a level of certainty and 

predictability about the approaching fishing season, 

so they could make preparations for their businesses.  

Not only questions like: Will it be a pink salmon year? 

Or, might there be a sockeye fishery? But the 

department would go as far as drilling down to 

Chinook stock returns by river in certain areas in 

order to anticipate the possibility of good or bad 

fishing, when those stocks pass Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the past few years it has been getting tougher for 

DFO and the SFAB to provide any kind of hard outlook.  

Regarding 2018, we are most definitely in new and 

different times.  Sadly, there are more uncertainties 

that make predicting what our salmon fishery might 

be like in 2018 too challenging to call.  The reasons 

why there is uncertainty are both driven by Mother 

Nature and DFO policy and management.   

Regarding Mother Nature for example, we have been 

facing environmental uncertainty over the past few 

years when trying to predict salmon returns. Fisheries 

managers do not know what the consequences of the 

“Blob” of warm tropical-like water that hung off 

Haida Gwaii for several years will ultimately have on 

the coming year’s salmon returns. The 2017 sockeye 

return numbers were down below expectation, so 

that might lead one to conclude northern migrating 

Chinook returning in 2018 as adults might have 

similar low ocean survival, mirroring the poor returns 
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of sockeye. But there is no certainty to that 

hypothesis.  The correlation is that sockeye spawn 

one year before Chinook from the same brood year, 

hence they are a possible window into ocean survival 

for five-year spawning Chinook the next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While 2017 Chinook fishing was poor for most of the 

late spring and summer, there is a bump up in the 

brood year numbers that correlate to Fraser Spring 

and Summer 5-2 Chinook.  The number is 10,000 

higher than the previous year at around 35,000.  With 

the unknown influence that the “Blob” has had on 

ocean survival, using the historical model is now less 

reliable, so it is tough to predict what level of adult 

returns the Fraser Stream-Type Chinook might have.  

From a policy perspective, DFO are undertaking a 

review of the Fraser Spring and Summer 5-2 Chinook 

management policy.  For five years our June and July 

Chinook fisheries have been managed to permit 

greater numbers of those stocks of concerns reaching 

the spawning beds.  So DFO’s review is asking has the 

current management worked.  If no, will more 

restrictive measures or potential fishing closures be 

coming?  While it is too early to make any 

suggestions as to what DFO are going to do, there 

may be some changes to the management coming 

into effect as of 2018.  DFO are, at this time, not in a 

position to inform us what changes, if any, might be 

coming. 

Emerging new policy is also causing further 

uncertainty for our salmon fishery.  For a number of 

years DFO has been engaged in a high level 

consultation and planning process around addressing 

Southern BC Chinook stocks of concern with First 

Nations and all other stakeholders.  Known as the 

Southern BC Chinook Strategic Planning Initiative, this 

might create different management directives or new 

policy that could impact our public recreational 

fisheries.   

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Resident Killer Whales (SRKW) are listed 

endangered and the Trudeau government has 

committed to a recovery plan for them.  At the recent 

October SRKW Symposium in Vancouver Fisheries 

Minister LeBlanc announced the government will 

implement actions to protect SRKW, both 

immediately and long term.  Prey availability is a key 

to the recovery actions and the preferred prey of 

SRKW is Chinook salmon, so anticipate something 

“immediate” to be announced by government 

regarding any or all of the Chinook fisheries in the 

coming months.   What the immediate measures will 

be are at the moment unknown, but something is 

coming down the pipe.  Will it be closure of the public 

Chinook fishery either during a certain time of the 

season or in a specific area where we fish (time and 
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area closures) or both?  The government buzz word is 

“refugia”, but what are and where these refugia 

might be is not known. No one knows anything 

concrete just yet, but you can be the judge by the 

actual words of the fisheries minister at the October 

Symposium.  At the podium to a room of 300 plus 

attendees the Honourable Dominic LeBlanc went 

on record and stated … “I, as minister, and my 

government are prepared to make the tough 

decisions necessary, including around allocations and 

fisheries management issues in order to ensure SRKW 

are able to find sufficient prey for their recovery and 

to ensure their long term health.”  You no doubt get 

the picture after reading that clear statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With SRKWs recovery being ultimately a conservation 

issue for both the Orcas and their food, the Chinook, 

it is likely some form of change to fisheries is coming. 

Couple that with the anticipation of another year of 

low abundance for Spring and Summer 5-2 Fraser 

Chinook and the situation isn’t rosy.  Will there be no 

change at all or perhaps increased regulations, or 

worse still, fisheries closures during the late spring 

and early summer?  We frankly don’t know at this 

time what will happen and we shouldn’t get too bent 

out of shape yet. Until there is some form of 

indication from DFO as to what they are considering, 

it’s not worth trying to respond to the unknown.  

An early hint might be forthcoming soon as DFO are 

expected to release a letter to the Integrated Harvest 

Planning Committee stakeholders shortly outlining 

potential changes under consideration for salmon 

management for the 2018 - 2019 IFMP.   In spite of 

this, you can rest assured that SVIAC will be at the 

table advocating for your access to fish and do all it 

can to protect your fisheries. 

 

(iii) – Sooke Chinook Enhancement 

Initiative … 

In 2017 SVIAC accomplished a remarkably positive 

launch of their “Feed the Endangered Orca” initiative.  

This is especially pleasing as along the way many nay-

sayers offered “it’ll never happen” or “DFO won’t 

approve that”.  Fresh off the resounding success of 

year one of SVIAC’s multi-year Sooke Basin Chinook 

out-planting initiative, we are all excited and really 

looking forward to year two.  500,000 Chinook smolts 

will arrive at our marine enclosure site on the docks 

of the Sooke Harbour Resort and Marina this coming 

spring.  Anticipating similar environmental conditions 

as last year, the 2018 smolts will be ready for transfer 

from Nitnat Hatchery to Sooke around the end of 

April or beginning of May.    

After several years of planning, building community 

support and exhaustively seeking approvals this 

project came together swimmingly well in May 2017.  

We saw 210,000 healthy well-fed Chinook smolts 

released into the Sooke Basin on a gentle ebb tide 
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under the cover of darkness in the third week of May.  

The little fish had spent three weeks under our care 

in SVIAC’s temporary marine enclosure.  The night-

time release strategy was employed to reduce risk of 

predation and the ebb tide was used to gently push 

the healthy little Chinook smolts past Whiffin Spit and 

out to the Juan de Fuca Strait.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVIAC had originally sought a larger number of 

Chinook to out-plant in 2017.  When advised about 

the projects approval last year, DFO reminded us the 

Sooke Initiative was their largest community-driven 

project at 210,000 Chinook smolts to start with that 

number of Chinook.   They also indicated we had to 

prove we could make the project work before 

receiving an increased number of fish in the future.  

Healthy smolts, extremely low mortality during the 

enclosure phase and excellent project management 

by Glen Varney all paved the way for DFO to support 

us in year two.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVIAC Marine Enclosure at Sooke Mooring Site 

With a project of this nature, it is very important to 

recognize all those who placed their trust in SVIAC 

and helped make it a success in year one. Whether 

through donations, discounted merchandise or 

volunteer help, many individuals, organizations and 

companies had a hand in our success.  They all 

deserve our thanks and recognition too.   
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The complete support for this project by the SVIAC 

Board of Directors was critical right from the start.  

Then there were all the individuals and groups that 

gave their name behind the project from the 

community such as the Juan de Fuca Salmon 

Restoration Society, the Pacific Whale Watching 

Association, Pacific Salmon Foundation, Sooke Mayor 

and Council and the Sooke Salmon Enhancement 

Society.  It would be inappropriate if SVIAC neglected 

to recognize the support of T’Sou-ke First Nation, 

especially Chief Gord Planes who’s bold vision for his 

nation and support of our project were instrumental.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smolts Being Transferred to the Enclosure 

We must also not forget those in DFO who saw the 

merit of what we were trying to establish and were 

willing to go out of their way to make it all happen.  

Without their help this project would never have got 

off the ground. Lots of people came down to see the 

enclosure on the dock and many volunteers came out 

daily to feed fish and clean of the nets.  These kind 

folks deserve our thanks too!  And, there should be 

special recognition of Glen Varney’s efforts, expertise 

and for going out of his way to help us succeed.  

Thank you to everyone involved! 

… story continued on Page: 24 

 

 

 

 

Has Your Membership Lapsed? Why, because we 

really need your support as a paid up member more 

than ever!  Government is being pressured strongly 

by other sectors to increase restrictions on or, worse 

still, close our salmon fisheries so a concerted effort 

to counter that is critical. Organizing and delivering 

the important Sooke Chinook Enhancement Initiative 

with 500,000 Chinook smolts this year needs SVIAC’s 

supervision (2018 cost $75,000). Being successful 

with lobbying is improved by speaking for a larger 

base.  So simply put … more members, more available 

funds and a stronger voice at the table.  The SVIAC 

membership committee invites you to renew your 

membership today and please also help us sign up 

new members too.  Thank you in advance for your 

support! 

- JOIN OUR COALITION TODAY - 

- HELP US - HELP YOU - 

Adult Membership is $40.00 annually and corporate 

membership is $500.00, also annually. Memberships 

are available online through the SVIAC website at 

htps://anglerscoalition.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or would like 

further information about membership or 

upcoming SVIAC events please contact us 

at: info@anglerscoalition.com or call Chris 

at (778) 426-4141 

https://anglerscoalition.com/
mailto:info@anglerscoalition.com
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IMPORTANT MEETING 
Southern Resident Killer Whale 

Information Meeting 
_____________ 

Wed January 17th 2018 @ 7:00PM 

Four Points Sheraton Hotel 

829 McCallum Road, 

Langford (behind Costco) 

If you are a local angler or interested in the 

recovery of our endangered Southern Resident 

Killer Whales mark Wednesday January 17th at 

7:00 p.m. in your diary. 

This meeting is to inform the angling community, 
the public and local politicians about the potential 
implications arising from the soon to be in place 
Southern Resident Killer Whale recovery action 
plan. Fisheries Minister Dominic LeBlanc has 
indicated that immediate and long term solution 
will be forthcoming.  

 

TROTAC WTF DERBY 
Hosted by Our Friends at Trotac Marine Ltd  

 _____________ 

Sunday - January 14th, 2018 

Prizes include: 

1st Prize: $3,000 – 2nd Prize: $ 1,500 

 3rd Prize: $1,000 

Weigh scale located at Esquimalt Anglers 

Clubhouse until 1:30 p.m. 

Following the derby there will be a 

reception at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre 

from 2:30 until 5:00 p.m. 

In 2017 the kind folks at Trotac supported the 

SVIAC Sooke Chinook Enhancement project.  

They made a very generous donation of $9,500, 

helping us successfully out-plant 210,000 juvenile 

Chinook in the Sooke Basin. It would be great if 

you buy a ticket to their excellent derby and help 

support some serious Chinook enhancement.  

Tickets at the Store - $100 each or 

 visit http://trotac.ca  call  (250) 386-2341 

UPCOMING SHOW 
Victoria Boat & Fishing Show 

_____________ 

February 16th - 19th 2018 

Pearkes Recreation Centre 

3100 Tillicum Road 
 

Come visit SVIAC at our booth as usual 

If fish could talk … 
“Uh oh, so that’s 
what a harbour 
seal looks like?” 

http://trotac.ca/
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The 2017 Sooke Chinook Enhancement Initiative 

THANK YOU  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fred Welter 

Thomas and Betty Cole 
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Story continued from Page: 21… 

Funding of the $85,000 first year budget was also 

supported by many.  There is a whole page in this 

newsletter designated to displaying the logos of all 

the companies and individuals that made generous 

donations or offered significantly discounted 

merchandise (See Page 23).  They were: Pacific 

Salmon Foundation, Fred Welter, Trotac Marine Ltd., 

Eagle Wing Wildlife and Whale Watching Tours, 

Sidney Anglers Association, Springtide Whale 

Watching and Ecotours, Harbour Air Seaplanes, 

Consultants Invitation Derby Society, Island 

Outfitters, Jenkins Marine Ltd, Vancouver Whale 

Watching, Puget Sound Anglers, Coastal Run 

Services, Vancouver Island Lodge, Sooke Harbour 

Resort and Marina, Pacific Net and Twine Ltd, 

Retired CPO Thomas Cole and Betty Cole, Blue Wolf 

Charters and Sea Wind Fishing – we genuinely 

appreciate your generous support!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sooke Project Chinook are Raised at Nitnat Hatchery 

Oodles of positive media attention was given to our 

first year project too and the amount and diversity 

of attention was truly unexpected.  Beyond the very 

willing local TV Stations, Radio Stations and print 

media.  By the way, sincere thanks, you really kind 

people at CHEK, CTV, CFAX and CBC, Times Colonist, 

Sooke News Mirror and Sooke Pocket News], 

Vancouver-based Global National and CTV National 

both ran stories Canada-wide.  I’d also like to make 

a special shout out to Scott Cunningham of CTV 

Vancouver Island News for his amazing coverage of 

the project and to CFAX for the air time they gave 

us.  Interest came from many quarters including a 

well-known environmental blog writer in New York, 

Blue Fish Radio and LawrenceGUnther.com (run by 

Lawrence Gunther, a blind angler and a true 

inspiration). And, believe it or not, Al Jazeera 

Canada came out to BC from Toronto to film a 

feature story on our project too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delivering Juvenile Chinook 

So looking to the future our goal is to keep 

increasing the quantity of out-planted Chinook 

annually until we hit a target of 2,000,000 smolts.  

In year three (2019) our plan is to handle 1,000,000.  

Under normal ocean survival conditions out-

planting one million Chinook smolts should result in 

between 15,000 and 40,000 additionally adult 

Chinook returning to Juan de Fuca annually. For 

2,000,000, if the survival rate is reasonable (based 

on WCVI historic success) this should result in 

approximately 60,000 additional large adult 

Chinook being in the Juan de Fuca Strait from mid-
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July to early September dramatically increasing 

whale food and obviously improving our fishery. 

SVIAC has a 2018 project budget set at $75,000 to 

handle 500,000 smolts, of which at least $30,000 

will go straight into Coded Wire Tagging.  This year’s 

juvenile Chinook out-planting will utilize the same 

metal floating enclosure system as last year, so no 

capital expense is required there, but there are 

maintenance costs and our nets need some repair 

too.  The costs for rearing, feeding, tagging and 

transport have all gone up considerably.  We are 

handling two and a half times more fish than last 

year, so expenses naturally increase accordingly.  

The food alone for these little guys will be more 

than $12,500.  The need for individuals, 

organizations and local companies to help fund this 

initiative is clear.  This is not a government funded 

program; it’s funded by the community, so SVIAC 

needs lots of support.  Please seriously consider 

making a donation to ensure we can reach our 

annual budget figure and keep this great 

enhancement project rolling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SOUTH VANCOUVER ISLAND ANGLERS COALITION 

OUR MISSION …  

 

To promote thriving, sustainable tidal and fresh water fisheries for the benefit and 
 enjoyment of the public on South Vancouver Island; 

To advocate for productive ecosystems and abundant healthy populations of fish and invertebrates; 

To encourage government to maintain and expand access to Canada’s common property fish resources, 
 thereby safeguarding angling opportunities for the benefit and enjoyment of the public; and 

To educate government and the public about the economic, social and cultural value of angling to 
society. 

HELP FUND OUR 
CHINOOK PROJECT 

The Sooke Chinook 
Enhancement Initiative 

_____________ 

Make a donation today 
 

In 2018 we are raising 500,000 juvenile Chinook, 
this will improve your salmon fishery in the future 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact  
Chris Bos at (778) 426-4141 or  

email: chris@anglerscoalition.com 


