
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE AMALGAMATED CONSERVATION SOCIETY MEETING HELD 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 06, 2017 AT THE ESQUIMALT ANGLERS’ RAMP 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUBS REPRESENTED: 
 
Victoria Fish & Game  Protective Association - Wayne ZACCARELLI 
Royal Canadian Navy Anglers’ Association - Tom COLE 
Esquimalt Anglers’ Association - Gary CATON 
Haig-Brown Flyfishing Association - Ian HOLDER 
Clover Point Anglers’ Association - Tom VAIDA 
Goldstream Volunteer Salmonid Enhancement Association - Jim PEARSON 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting called to order at 1940 hours with president Tom COLE in the chair. 
 
Tom reported that First Nations are continuing to fish for Chinook salmon on the Fraser River while 
recreational anglers in-river fishing has been curtailed.  Tom showed a picture taken on September 
02 of numerous pinks and sockeye dumped on the Mt. View Bar by First Nations. 
 
There has been a high diversion rate (80-90%) of pinks and sockeye through Johnstone Strait this 
year.   
 
Tom read a letter he wrote to the Minister of Fisheries & Oceans (cc RDG-DFO, Conservative 
Fisheries Critic, et al) opposing proposed changes to the Fisheries Act that would give First Nations 
increased involvement in the management of the salmonid resource. 
 
Tom also referenced an August 30 letter to the editor of the Times-Colonist which was written by 
Misty McDuffee (Raincoast Conservation Foundation) and Greg Taylor (Watershed Watch Salmon 
Society).  The letter criticizes DFO for allowing commercial and recreational Chinook fisheries to 
continue on salmon destined for the Fraser River.  The letter alleges that this is the reason that First 
Nations and the SRKW are not getting their share.  This is in light of Alaska recently closing their 
southeast Alaska commercial and recreational fisheries on Chinook to protect their own stocks as 
well as Chinooks destined for B.C. and the U.S. 
 
Tom stated that SVIAC has a commitment from DFO that Nitinat hatchery will supply 500,000 eggs 
to the Sooke Chinook Revitalization netpen project in 2018. 
 
Jim PEARSON noted that the hatchery is half way through the coho fin clipping.  Craigflower 
Creek coho will be clipped September 23-27.  The fry being reared at the hatchery are being thinned 
to lower densities in larger tanks to reduce crowding and increasing mortalities.   
 
An excavator has removed gravel buildup at the fence site.  Sediment still has to be removed from 
the trap before it becomes operational.  The fence panels will be installed September 19.  The goal 
is for 200,000 coho eggs this fall. 
 
Ian HOLDER reported that their next meeting will be September 13 with fly tying on the 20th. 
 
Tom VAIDA noted that 40 chinooks, 24 pinks, 3 coho, 11 lingcod and 3 rockfish have been weighed 
in by members so far this year.  The annual fishing derby was held August 12-13 with 30 
participants.  Ten salmon were entered with a 20 lb chinook taking first place.  The derby raised 
$570 for the Goldstream Hatchery.  Twelve anglers are on their waiting list for boat membership. 
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Tom praised the excellent job Tom Celuszak has been doing on the ACS website. 
 
Gary CATON reported on a tour of a Ketchikan, Alaska hatchery he visited last month.  The 
hatchery produces mostly chinook, with some coho.  They are also, like B.C., finding that the 
chinook are much smaller than they once were.  The big fish of yesteryear are gone. 
 
Gary noted that beavers are building a dam at the outlet of Thetis Lake.  Beavers have raised their 
dam on Pike Lake, resulting in increased water storage for release to Craigflower Creek.  Because of 
this, summer water flows in Craigflower have been adequate for the rearing coho fry. 
 
Wayne ZACCARELLI reported on the Esquimalt Anglers’ annual salmon derby held August 27.  
Approximately 90 boats participated with 17 salmon entered.  There were 12 Chinook (10W, 2H), 
3 pinks, 1 coho and 1 Atlantic salmon.  The top three were 17.81 lb, 17.54 lb and 15.43 lb. 
 
Tom COLE reported on the Juan de Fuca derby held August 12-13.  There were 135 salmon entered 
and the largest was 26 lb 8 oz. 
 
Tom noted that halibut closed midnight September 06.  This was the result of Irec catch reporting of 
halibut in areas with no creel surveys.   This catch has been added into the coastwide total in 2017 
for the first time. 
 
MOVED BY:  Tom VAIDA that the minutes of the June 07 meeting be adopted as previously  
                         circulated via e-mail. 
 
SECONDED BY:  Jim PEARSON                     CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2115 hours. 
 
 
 


