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Welcome, introductions 
SFAB Chair Gerry Kristianson & DFO Co-Chair Devona Adams led a round of introductions. 

Regional reports & motions 

SFAB Executive Report: 
Kristianson expressed some frustration at the lack of a DFO response to his questions about 
SFAB Vision implementation and cancellation of the national recreational fishery awards, noting 
the government of Canada’s statements that the recreational fishery is now worth $8 billion and 
is the most valuable fishing sector. Direction so far from Regional staff regarding DFO’s new 
budget for recreational fishery management was an expectation for “business as usual.” 

Discussion 

• Q/A: SFAB has not contacted MPs on the Fisheries Committee, but did invite the new 
Fisheries Parliamentary Secretary to the meeting this weekend. 

• DFO: In addition to Ashcroft’s award, DFO presented a National Recreational Fisheries 
award to Dave Brown of Squamish. It’s important to understand that the awards are about 
the broader community, not just recreational anglers. Another ceremony is also planned to 
present the national award recognizing Fraser River Peacemakers.  

• Kristianson: Hope a new award is developed for the Pacific Region’s unique fishery. 

NC Report: 
NC Chair Urs Thomas reviewed key concerns, including reduced chinook limits, extensive 
discussion about Yelloweye rockfish measures and NC enforcement report. 

Motions flagged: #11-19 

MOTION: To approve the NC report and motions #1-10 & 20-21 

MB-NCM-CC 2017-04-01-01: Whereas Area F has resubmitted its Central Coast Limited 
Opportunity Coho Troll Fishery proposal as shown on page 324 to 328 of the 2017 Draft 
Northern BC IFMP. Therefore, the NC SFAC reaffirms its opposition and concerns as 
reflected in the motions: 
MB-NC-2016-12-04-3 passed at the SFAB Main Board Feb 4 2017 
MB-NC-2016-12-04-4 passed at the SFAB Main Board Feb 4 2017 

MB-NCM-CC 2017-04-01-02: Whereas the 2016 Rivers Inlet Commercial Demonstration 
Sockeye Fishery proposal has been resubmitted for consideration in 2017. 

And whereas the draft 2017 IFMP identifies on page 266 that the total Rivers Inlet sockeye 
return for 2017 is forecasted to be improving but is still below the range of desired 
escapement levels. No commercial or recreational fisheries are expected in 2017.   

And whereas the draft IFMP identifies on page 266 there is currently no in-season 
assessment tool for Rivers Inlet Sockeye. An acoustic survey project has been underway for 
several years: however, the efficacy of the technique as an in-season assessment tool 
requires further review. 

And whereas the DFO Forecast Model for 2017 Rivers Inlet Sockeye indicates a 50% 
Median return of 168,000.   
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And, whereas the draft 2017 IFMP identifies on page 267 that the escapement target for 
Rivers Inlet sockeye has been set to 200,000 with fisheries remaining highly unlikely unless 
this target can be reliably achieved and predicted for multiple years, the run size is predicted 
using a 5-year model that has performed well in estimating run size.  Currently there is not an 
established in–season assessment tool to estimate run size. And further identifies that 
Commercial and Recreational fisheries are very unlikely until there is a trend toward higher 
ocean survival and significant and consistent improvements in escapement.   

And whereas any level of commercial gillnet fishery will have a by-catch impact on other 
species.  And that the draft IFMP shows release mortality rates in the gillnet fisheries is 60% 
and provision for rates as low as 40% where selective techniques warrant. 

And, whereas the indicated 2016 coho CPUE in the recreational fishery in the majority of the 
Central Coast was less than the 10-year average (2017 Post Season Review),. 

Therefore be it resolved that the NC SFAB recommends that there be no Rivers Inlet 
Sockeye Commercial Fishery, or Demonstration Assessment Fishery until the following are 
resolved. 

Sockeye escapement goals have been achieved for multiple years and are predictable. 

That prior to any commercial or demonstration fishery taking place, that not only should 
selective techniques be used, the fishery should be conducted in a way to avoid non-target 
species.  There is a significant concern regarding chinook and coho by-catch. 

That as Rivers Inlet is a narrow inlet, discussions need to take place between the department 
of fisheries, the recreational sector, the commercial sector and the Oweekeno First Nation to 
identify and resolve potential conflicts, by-catch issues and any other issues and concerns 
prior to any commercial or demonstration fishery proceeding. 

MB-NCM-2017-04-01-03: Whereas the Skeena River Chinook backgrounder (March 2017) 
provides an overview of the Skeena River chinook stock escapements and whereas the 
genetic analysis indicates that there is a conservation concern regarding the Skeena River 
chinook stocks and in particular within the stock groupings identified as other than the four 
Large Lake stabilized tributaries. 
Therefore the NC SFAB supports for 2017 the proposed revisions to the Skeena and 
tributaries recreational chinook angling regulations. The Ecstall River is excluded as it is the 
subject of NC motion # NC-2017-04-01-04 and it is further recommended that the DFO 
establish an annual assessment program for Skeena River chinook in particular the Skeena 
tributaries or the groupings – Copper, Mid and Lower Skeena, 

MB-NCM-2017-04-01-04: Whereas the Ecstall River should be a stand-alone conservation 
unit for chinook, and is not assessed by the Tyee Test Fishery.  
And whereas the chinook stock appears to be stable, 
Therefore be it resolved that the daily possession limit remain at 4 per day, only one over 
65cm April 1 to July 31 and from August 1 to August 15 4 per day, none over 65cm, then no 
fishing for chinook from August 16 to March 31 and an assessment program take place as 
soon as possible. 

MB-NCM-KI 2017-04-01-05: Whereas the Province’s fiscal support of the Kitimat Hatchery’s 
Steelhead Program is grossly inadequate. 
And whereas more recently the steelhead stamp money goes to the Freshwater Fisheries 
Society of B.C. 
And whereas, in fairness, the Freshwater Fisheries Society of B.C. should be investing in 
projects in Northern British Columbia, 
Therefore be it resolved that the Freshwater Fisheries Society of B.C. provide funding for the 
necessary tanks and associated infrastructure and ongoing costs for the Kitimat Hatchery 
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Steelhead program in order to reduce fry to smolt rearing time from 2 years to 1 year, as well 
as provide funding for steelhead feed and any required vaccines or drugs deemed necessary 
for the Kitimat Hatchery Steelhead enhancement program. 

MB-NCM-US 2017-04-01-06: The USSFAC recommends DFO review the Tyee test fishery 
index numbers and calibrate the numbers of each species per index point, based on the best 
science available from recent escapement. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-07: Whereas stock assessment on Haida Gwaii is extremely 
limited and the Tlell River counting fence is the most accurate indicator of HG coho returns, 
and provides significant data for run forecasts in a cost-effective manner; 
Therefore the HG SFAC requests that the department continue to fund this important project. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-08: Whereas there are still returning bright fish entering some 
Haida Gwaii streams well into December, the HGSFAC recommends that streams on HG 
remain open to retention of coho until December 31. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-09: Whereas the only DNA studies on the Area F coho troll 
have indicated a very high incidence of Haida Gwaii origin coho in Area 104; 
And whereas most stream systems on HG are relatively small with small numbers of 
returning coho which can be severely impacted by a commercial scale fishery; 
Therefore the HG SFAC does NOT support the Area F troll proposal to offer opportunities for 
coho harvest in Area 104 and therefore maintain the status quo. 

MB-NCM-BC 2017-04-01-10: That the Bella Coola SFAC address letter to appropriate 
department of Province of BC to get the Steelhead numbers for the Bella Coola River. 

MB-NCM-LS 2017-04-01-20: Whereas the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans school program 
administered by the North Coast DFO offices has been very successful in introducing school 
age children to fish; increasing the understanding of fish and their reproductive and 
environmental needs, and whereas the future of this extremely valuable program is in 
jeopardy as a result of funding issues. 

Therefore, the North Coast SFAC encourages DFO to continue to support the school 
program that is run out of the North Coast communities.  

MB-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-21: Whereas, DFO enforcement staff on the North Coast has been 
reduced by approximately 10 officers over the last two decades 

And whereas poachers and organized criminals have taken full advantage of the situation 
now brazen enough to offer illegally harvested seafood including Bi valves on social media 

And whereas there needs to be an enforcement presence when legal fisheries are taking 
place and that ability is now compromised 

Therefore be it resolved that the missing enforcement positions be re-instated on the North 
Coast within the next two years. 

Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Ken Franzen; passed. 

SC Report: 
SC Chair Jon Pew reviewed key issues, including the Fraser River Peacemakers award, 
updates from the new SC Area Director and on the SC creel, ocean conditions, SEP, steelhead 
management, Fraser chinook, SFAB process & funding, GIS mapping project, herring, marine 
planning and Scott Islands proposal. 

• DFO: Concern about the lack of a local chair for the Upper Fraser Valley SFAC 
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Flagged motions: 3 groundfish motions, 1 shellfish (crab motion tabled at request of local 
committee). 

MOTION: To approve the SC report and following motions and table crab motion SC-UTO-
02-01-17 

MB-SC-LFV-2017-03-16-1: It is recommended that if the in-season Fraser chum run size 
estimate exceeds 1.5 Million, that the recreational daily limit for chum on the main-stem of 
the Fraser be increased from 2 to 4 fish.  

MB-SC-NPI-01-01-17: Whereas the change in regulations put in place for the 2016 season 
allowing for the retention of Chinook salmon under 77cm during the summer months 
providing numerous benefits for small boat anglers and the communities of Quatsino sound. 
Be it resolved that the NISFAC recommend that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans put 
in place the same regulations for Chinook salmon retention as there was in 2016 for the 2017 
season 

MB-SC-SQ-LILL-2017-03-21-3: Given pre-season indications of low expected returns of 

pink salmon, therefore be it resolved to close the Mamquam and Cheakamus Rivers and 
Squamish R. above the power line at 9 mile to retention of pink salmon from August 01 to 
October 01, 2017. 

MB-SC-A14-01-01-17: Whereas, the Geographical Area encompassing PFMA 14 on the 
East Coast of Vancouver Island from Qualicum River in the South to Oyster River in the 
North has, for over 100 years, had a Federal Fisheries enforcement presence.    
And whereas, The Area 14 Comox office Fisheries Officers were relocated on April 1st 2014 
and the average number of violations has gone from high in 2008/09 of 121 violations to a 
low of 16 in 2013/14 when the DFO Fisheries Officers were taken out of the Comox office. 
And whereas, DFO fisheries enforcement staff responsible for Area 14 are now located in the 
Campbell River office which is 30 minutes away or the Nanaimo office which is 1 ½ hours 
away;  
Therefor be it resolved that, The Chair of the SC SFAB write a letter to the Regional C&P 
Director suggesting to best serve the community and the fisheries resource, an alternative to 
a full time dedicated DFO officer or habitat personnel in the Comox Fisheries Office would be 
to have 2 or more dedicated times per week for 2-3 hours each where DFO fisheries officers 
be present in the Comox office. 

MB-SC-SEC-01-01-17: Be it resolved that auxiliary fisheries officers be appointed on the 
Sunshine Coast to protect fisheries from escalated poaching. 

MB-SC-SEC-02-01-17: That in order to protect the Fisheries resources from escalated 
poaching on the Sunshine Coast be it resolved that Fisheries officers be recruited & posted 
to Area 16. 

MB-SC-SEC-03-01-17: Fisheries and Oceans Canada enforce section 88 (1) of the water 
sustainability act to maintain water flows of at least 300lps. to protect wild salmon in 
Chapman Creek which is designated as a sensitive stream(2). 

MB-SC-SQ-LILL-2017-03-21-1: Whereas there are on-going concerns about a demonstrated 
absence of DFO enforcement presence in the local area, and  
Whereas significant fisheries non-compliance occurred during the recreational pink fisheries 
in 2013 and 2015, therefore, be it resolved that DFO ensure operational enforcement support 
is made available to address Squamish 2017 pink recreational fishery.  
[Note: this motion re-affirms previous motions from SL-SFAC requesting DFO enforcement 
presence in Squamish]  
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MB-SC-NAN-02-01-17: Whereas, issues impacting fisheries shift quickly requiring timely 
amendments to recreational angling regulations both to increase or decrease opportunity 
and; 
Whereas, the SFAB process recommends amendments to fishery regulations on a regular 
and routine basis, and; 
Whereas, there is often a bottleneck in the regulations amendment process;  
Be it resolved that the SFAB request the Minister of Fisheries develop an expedited process 
to review and amend fishery regulations proposals approved through the SFAB process. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

Groundfish Shellfish Report: 
GFSF Committee Chair Chuck Ashcroft reported on the following topics discussed at the April 7 
GFSF Committee meeting: 

Outside Yellow-eye Rockfish: Overview of conservation concerns, requirement for significant 
management measures to reverse stock declines and risks of the 2018 re-assessment resulting 
in an endangered listing. 

Halibut management: Halibut Committee Chair Martin Paish provided an update, noting new 
DFO hook & line manager, concerns about experimental halibut licence, proposed Halibut 
Committee terms of reference and planned in-season conference call for June. 

MB-GFSF-01-02-17: To adopt the draft Halibut Committee terms of reference, as distributed 
and amended by the GFSF WG and Main Board. 
Moved: Martin Paish; Seconded: Mike Kelly; passed 

Discussion:  

• Noted that Canada’s recreational fishery reps to the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC) should be chosen from the Halibut Committee to ensure linkages. 

• Discussion: How to refresh and confirm NC and SC reps consistent with the new terms of 
reference? 

• Q/A: In between Board meetings, the SFAB Executive has the final say on advice to DFO, 
not the Halibut Committee. 

ACTION: Individuals interested in representation on the SFAB Halibut Committee to email 
Martin Paish, with membership to be determined in consultation with the NC and SC chairs. 

MB-GFSF-SC-UTO-03-01-17: Propose that the Experimental halibut license program be 
terminated moving forward. We believe that it is contradictory to the basis of the public 
recreational fishery. Additionally, we believe that the current system, as well as the proposal 
now in the regulatory process, opens the door to poaching additional and oversized halibut. 
Moved: Martin Paish; Seconded: Sid Keay; passed unanimously 

MB-GFSF-SC-PAL-01-01-17: Whereas, the SFAB drafted a Terms of Reference (TOR) to 
provide management option decision guidance to the Halibut Working Group, and; 
Whereas, the SFAC’s provided Guiding Principles in addition to the TOR, which were crafted 
at a time where the SFAB did not have lengthy working experience employing management 
measures in an environment where the recreational fishery was being held to a hard TAC, 
and;  
Whereas, given the SFAB's expanded experience since that time could now be leveraged to 
renew the TOR and Guiding Principles to be a more effective tool to guide the decision 
process, and; 
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Whereas, it is likely the SFAB might require additional expanded flexibility in the scope of 
management options it could consider in future, and;  
Whereas, the SFAB Guiding Principles do not provide flexibility for an option to reduce sea-
son length, and also adjust slot size to allow larger sizes of slot options and fishing 
opportunities, and; 
Whereas, the current Guiding Principles state: 

• Conservation of the stock and ensuring responsible fishing practices 

• Halibut are managed on a coast wide basis 

• Maximizing the length of the season to include Feb 1st to Dec 31st each year 

• Ensuring certainty and stability for the fishery by creating a management regime that 
minimizes the likelihood of in season closures 

• A minimum daily limit of one and a possession limit of two 

• An annual limit of some kind is an acceptable way to limit catch 
Be it resolved that;  

1) the SFAB seek input from local SFAC’s to conduct a review of the cur-rent Guiding 
Principles. And further be it resolved, that;  
2) the SFAC's be asked to advance input on updates to the Guiding Principles that 
enhance the flexibility and scope of potential management options set out in them. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
3) the SFAC’s be asked to provide input on their support (or not) for an option to reduce 
season length, where necessary, and to provide "preferences" as to where the season 
could be shortened; early, late or at both ends of the season. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
4) the SFAC’s be engaged in the fall of 2017 to ensure up-dates are presented at the fall 
regional SFAB Main Board meeting for adoption. 

Moved: Martin Paish, Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed. 

Outside Yelloweye Rockfish management 
Neil Davis, DFO 

DFO outlined the background of conservation concerns identified in the 2015 survey, prompting 
the need for management measures to reduce fishery impacts. Estimates of 2016 recreational 
catch were higher than those for the previous year. DFO proposes capping total recreational 
impacts at 10 - 20 T (levels in recent years have been 40 - 80 T). 

Outside Yellow-eye was listed as species of special concern and is scheduled for COSEWIC 
reassessment in 2018. Given current status, it’s quite likely that COSEWIC will recommend 
either Threatened or Endangered listing. A proposed endangered listing would automatically 
require prohibition. This is currently Year 2 of DFO’s 3-year rebuilding plan. Commercial catch 
has already been reduced by 80%. First Nations have priority access for FSC fisheries, but we 
need a coalition of interests to rebuild this species. Today’s discussion focusses on measures 
for Year 2 that are needed to reduce recreational catch substantially, with further reductions for 
next year, based on a review of what’s been achieved so far. 

DFO noted the work of the Yellow-eye Committee, warned that more serious measures might 
be required than what has been proposed so far, and emphasized the importance of continued 
collaboration.   

Discussion 
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• Q/A: Re how much of the groundfish commercial fleet is involved in dual fishing and 
concerns about “laundering,” vessels that choose to do dual fishing trips must comply with a 
number of requirements, including on-board cameras and being designated by a First 
Nation to harvest FSC catch. Yellow-eye catch from dual fishing has varied from 7 - 18 T.  
First Nations commercial capacity is growing and impacts are expected to grow. 

• Franzen: It’s not fair to reduce recreational fishing, because of the gold rush mentality in 
commercial fishing. They’ve already caught their share. 

• O’Neill: 13T allocation for science seems like too much. 

• DFO: Most is caught in the surveys that provide us with stock status info. We expect 
continued focus on alternatives but we don’t currently have anything appropriate. 
Recreational and commercial fishing cannot provide an index because sampling 
needs to be unbiased. 

• Q/A: Use of descending devices in surveys is being discussed. 

Presentation: Descending devices in California 
Alayna Siddall, Sportfishing Association of California 

Presentation highlights included 

• About the Sportfishing Association and the California sport boat fleet. 

• California’s experience rebuilding rockfish stocks from 2000-2017 and the use of 
descending devices. 

• Central role of the Pacific Fishery Management Council in supporting collaborative 
management and providing advice to government. 

• Federal fisheries regulatory process. 

• History of conservation concerns for cow cod and other rockfish, introduction of 
management measures in 2000, implementation of devices in mid-2000s and better-than 
expected recovery trajectories. 

• Use of descending devices (angler preference is Roklees and SeaQualizer devices) 

• NOAA research on adult cow cod mortality and impacts of descending devices. Scientific 
traction was achieved in 2012, with widespread angler adoption subsequently. 

• Current situation includes modification of logbooks to reflect use of devices; campaign to 
educate and raise awareness among charter boat crew. 

Lyall Bellquist from The Nature Conservancy continued the presentation on the NOAA 
barotrauma program: 

• Study looked at 5 descending devices, total release time and device load time (2-5 minutes, 
which provides a decent chance of survival). Shelton typically had the longest load time. 

• Initial mortality under 10% for up to 100ft, higher at greater depths. It’s important to get the 
fish back down to at least 50% of capture depth. 
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• Revised estimates of post-release mortality led to a change in recreational fishing depth 
restriction (from 50 fathoms to 60 fathoms). 

• Outreach to anglers is the key to effectiveness, including direct training on research 
charters, YouTube videos, etc. 

• Descending devices are part of broader management toolkit that included depth, seasonal & 
gear restrictions. Other key factors included available science, extensive outreach and 
strong support at all levels. 

• Enabling conditions in BC include angler interest, role of SFI, available science and 
shallower waters (lower mortality rates). 

Siddall concluded with a brief overview of the new E-log program. 

• California introduced E-logs and provided training, plus tablets and waterproof cases, for the 
entire Southern California fleet. 

Discussion 

• Q/A: The E-logs were funded by SAC (funded by the fleet), plus federal funding. WWF 
provided $10,000 to fund initial distribution of descending devices. 

• Q/A: If descending devices don’t work, the fish may float back up (NOAA also did tagging 
with acoustic transmitters to estimate longer-term survival). 

• Thomas: How many people participate and is it mainly targeted or by-catch? 

• It’s a $2.8 billion industry, with a couple million saltwater anglers and 70% of effort is 
in Southern California. It’s most inshore fishing for rockfish or offshore for pelagic. 
Rockfish are the top species landed. 

• Thomas: We are also looking for WWF support. 

• Bellquist: We can facilitate that. 

• Q/A: Initial survival estimates for fish released under 100 ft are almost 100%. 

• Q/A: Commercial fishing in California is a shadow of what it used to be. The scale of the 
recreational fishery far outweighs it. 

ACTION: Siddall and Bellquist to share a copy of their presentation, and send link to pre-
publication NOAA study on acoustic tagging results on mortalities with descending devices. 
Videos can be downloaded from the SeaQualizer Website. 

Yellow-eye motions 
MB-GFSF-03-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #1: That the SFAB Main Board support the 
direction taken in regards to Education and Avoidance as laid out in the six point plan for 
Yellow eye conservation. 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed 

MB-GFSF-04-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #2: That both the SFAB and DFO place a priority 
through creel, log book, lodge reporting, and iREC catch monitoring programs to improve the 
accuracy of Yelloweye catch estimates in the recreational fishery in BC in order to evaluate 
the success of this plan as an integral part of this process. 
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Moved: Ted Brookman; Seconded: Tom Close; passed 

MB-GFSF-05-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #3: That both the SFAB and DFO support and 
promote the use of Descending Devices as a voluntary measure for 2017 with the 
understanding that this could lead to the potential for becoming mandatory in the future. 
Moved: Ted Brookman; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed. 

MB-GFSF-06-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #4: That DFO utilize a Conservation Aggregate 
as a tool to lower rockfish limits with Yelloweye and Bocaccio temporarily being included; and 
that the species included within the Conservation Aggregate are treated for daily and total 
possession limits as if they were a single species.  
Moved: Mike Kelly; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 

Discussion: Noted that DFO would not have tools to make this change immediately.  

• DFO: The first step is for DFO to determine if this is a Regional priority for regulatory 
changes; the timeline is also subject to national priorities. Propose that follow-up include 
discussions with Regulations staff to try to be forward-thinking by listing all individual 
rockfish species. 

MB-GFSF-07-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #5: That for 2018, the Outside Yellow-eye 
retention for South Coast be set at 1 per day / 1 possession 
Moved: Mike Kelly; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 

Discussion 

• DFO: As noted earlier, DFO cannot make the proposed change in time for 2017. In current 
licences effective April 1 2017 to March 31 2018, the current limits are 1 per day/2 in 
possession for outside SC and 2/4 for NC. 

• Proposal accepted to amend the above motion to make it effective for 2018 instead. 

• Q/A: DFO hopes to have updated rec catch data for 2017 ready by the beginning of 2018. 

• Proposed that a Fishery Notice be issued to promote awareness of the importance of 
conservation, voluntary avoidance and pending measures. 

• Discussion: DFO’s ability to evaluate the results of measures is limited. 

GFSF-08-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #6: That for 2018 Outside Yellow-eye retention for 
NC be set at 2per day /3 possession. 
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Ken Franzen; motion defeated 

Discussion 

• Motion amended as noted above. 

• Ashcroft: This motion doesn’t reflect the seriousness of conservation concerns. 

• Kelly: It still suggests a targeted fishery. 

• Ahern: Failure to recognize the seriousness of the concerns invites more drastic DFO action. 

• O’Neill: The NC fishery has much less impact. 

• Ahern: The conservation issue is coastwise and we need incentives for anglers to 
start using descending devices.  
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• Franzen: I’d argue that we should be assigned 40 T of the allowed rockfish mortality. 

• Ashcroft: Rockfish are often encountered in halibut fisheries and the NC catches more 
halibut than WCVI. 

• Pew: I can’t support the motion, absent any evidence contradicting DFO’s assertion that 
conservation concerns are coast-wide. 

• McCulloch: Going forward, we need to look at sustainability and ensure that our advice to 
the minister is our best advice for long-term sustainability. I don’t think the proposed limits 
are sustainable for the NC for the long-term. There are concerns that our NC catch has 
been significantly under-estimated in the past and I strongly support a possession limit of 1 
per day, or whatever more data show is sustainable. 

• Ashcroft: Is there a risk of the entire coast being set at zero.  

Proposed motion that Outside Yelloweye be managed to retention of 1/ possession of 2 for the 
NC was briefly discussed before being tabled. 

Discussion 

• Kelly: Notwithstanding my reservations, we need to send a strong message that the angling 
community takes conservation seriously.  

• Protheroe: We need to move past what happened in the past to what can be done in the 
future, bearing in mind the unfortunate situation of being unable to change 2017 regulations. 

• O’Neill: It’s going to cause division between NC and SC. We know how to manage our 
fishery and we expect SFAB support. 

Proposed motion for alternate NC limits was briefly discussed before being tabled. 

Discussion 

• DFO: Members should be aware that SFAB advice has not yet addressed decreases to 
lingcod and broader rockfish limits that DFO has proposed.    

• Q/A: Re DFO actions to avert an endangered listing, DFO has significantly reduced 
commercial fisheries by 80% already, with likely further reductions in 2018. 

• Thomas: If limits are reduced to zero, people will refuse to use descending devices.  

• DFO: We understand the frustration but the issue is not going away and we’re doing 
what we can to tackle this on all fronts, including science. These proposals will not 
resolve the problem. It’s very important to maintain cooperation with the broad 
outcome in mind. The US experience was very clear on several points, including lots 
of engagement and investment by the sector and no silver bullets (need for a suite of 
measures) to reduce mortality. We don't want a situation where we jeopardize the 
future of the fishery by avoiding difficult decisions now. 

• Q/A: DFO’s rationale for reducing lingcod is the high incidental catch of rockfish when 
fishing for halibut and lingcod. 

• DFO: DFO’s suggestions were provided to the GFSF WG in February.   

It was agreed to defer discussion of remaining yellow-eye motions until Day 2. 
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Other GFSF motions 
MB-GFSF-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-18: Whereas in 2013 COSEWIC has stated that Skeena / 
Nass Eulachon populations appears stable and threats in the freshwater are considered to 
be small and they are now listed as species of concern and not threatened, 
And whereas the Skeena / Nass Eulachon populations are abundant and the run sizes are 
increasing year by year, 
And whereas the 2017 Crab IFMP allows the use of Eulachons for bait;  
Therefore be it resolved that DFO re-open a recreational Eulachon fishery in the tidal waters 
below Terrace to the mouth of the Skeena River and approach waters (Area 4-10, 4-11, 4-
12 and 4-15) with a daily limit of 5 Kg and a possession of 10 Kg using cast net, dip net, 
herring jig, herring rake or smelt net. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed 
 

MB-GFSF-02-02-17: Where as there is currently no conservation or allocation concerns 
associated with the Canadian Tuna fisheries, 
And whereas Canadian recreational Tuna anglers consistently demonstrate excellent safety 
and catch handling practices, 
And whereas the current Canadian regulations allow recreational anglers to retain a daily 
limit of 20 Tuna, possession of 40, which is more conservative than the Recreational Tuna 
limits set in the states of Washington, Oregon and California 
Be it resolved that the SFAB advise the Department of Fisheries And Oceans that the current 
recreational Tuna fishing limits of 20 tuna / person / day is appropriate, and as such should 
no longer be considered a “default” limit, but rather the “set” limit for Tuna species. 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 

MB-GFSF-NCM-BC 2017-04-01-19: Whereas the Bella Coola SFAC has concerns about the 
safety of recreational anglers during periods when commercial prawn fishing happening at 
the same time as a commercial gillnet opening;  
Therefore the North Coast SFAC requests DFO to ban commercial fishing of prawns in 
subarea 8-11. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed. 

MB-GFSF-SC-A25-01-01-17: Recreational fishers will be required to immediately return 
berried prawns to the water. 
Rationale: At present the Commercial Harvesters of Prawns are required to return berried 
prawns immediately to the water when caught. There is much scientific evidence that the 
survival rate exceeds 70% & that by this practice approx. 3,000 eggs on these berried female 
prawns then survive. That is why the Department has put this regulation into the Commercial 
mandate for harvesting prawns. Area 25 is asking to have this done coast wide. We believe 
that this practice will help regenerate diminishing prawn stocks in all areas. Conservation is 
the first step in the regeneration of prawn stocks. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed on majority (9-4), one 
abstained. 

Discussion 

• Daugert; I’d like more information from DFO on survival rates before supporting this. 

• Ashcroft: Survival rates for released prawns were circulated to everyone and were 
pretty high. 

• O’Neill: What about survival of eggs? 
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• DFO: Alaska tagging studies showed high survivability. 

• Q/A: Commercial fishers can’t retain berried prawns. 

• Maynard: I support the motion and believe that supporting this might facilitate progress on 
other prawn management concerns. 

• Kelly: I support stronger conservation but have concerns about this becoming a court matter 
vs. ticketing offence. 

• Thomas: Propose an amendment to limit this to high-use areas. 

• Kristianson: That would defeat the purpose of the motion, which originated in Area 
25 and would therefore be out of order. 

• O’Neill: Concern that NC reps are outnumbered. 

• Kristianson: Representatives have a mandate to consider coast-wide issues. 

Canada’s Marine Conservation Targets Initiative 
Alice Cheung, DFO 

Presentation provided an overview of how Canada will meet commitments to protect 5% of 
marine/coastal areas by 2017 and 10% by 2020. 

• Currently, 0.92% is protected under Parks Canada NMCAs, protected areas established by 
Environment Canada, DFO MPAs and provincial/territorial reserves. 

• MPAs are not necessarily no-take zones and reflect both economic and conservation 
objectives. 

• ACTION: Devona to follow up with Ryan re US MPA targets and share MPA presentation. 

Discussion 

• Q/A: Currently about 18% of BC’s coastline is protected.  

• Kristianson: It must be made clear to Ottawa that the BC coast should not bear the 
brunt of conservation measures. 

• DFO: The principle is that protected areas should reflect conservation value and 
sound scientific principles. It’s a complex process, given the many conflicting 
interests, so the approach is to bring everyone to the table and consult broadly 

• Q/A: Not sure about the status of Race Rocks MPA. DFO is engaging with Aboriginal groups 
as part of this process. 

Presentation continued: 

• Key principles and implementation strategies 

Discussion 

• Q/A: How does this relate to the NMCA processes underway? DFO is leading but Parks and 
Environmental Canada and the Province are also involved. 
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• Martin: There is concern about the disconnect between a process driven by percentage 
targets vs. effective design principles for establishing MPA networks. Conservation 
outcomes so far are ill-defined and not supported by science.  

• Q/A: The intent is to establish an advisory board to help develop each strategy and invite all 
stakeholder groups to participate. Staff have requested funding to support participation. 

• Kristianson: We feel betrayed after participating in good faith in the Hecate Strait and Scott 
Islands proposals and developing consensus recommendations which were subsequently 
over-ruled in response to “end-run” lobbying by some participants. 

• DFO: The process includes the advisory and public input phases, after which the 
minister makes a decision. 

• Kristianson: The subsequent input was not from the public but from one of the 
advisory participants, so government’s response simply tells us it’s more effective to 
do end runs around the advisory process. 

• Martin: Government’s approach to the NC MPA strategy was at odds with its own principles. 

Presentation, continued:  

• Advancing work already underway: Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound MPAs 

• Establishing large MPAs in offshore areas: Mapping has identified key features, and process 
will determine exact area to be protected. DFO intends to implement a Fisheries Act closure 
for 2017, with an Oceans Act MPA to be established by 2020.  

• Proposed engagement timeline for Large Offshore Pacific MPA process. 

Discussion 

• Martin: It needs to be clear what features are being protected and what specific activities 
would or would not affect them. PNCIMA has not identified conservation priorities and what 
specific activities pose a threat to them — this is a fundamental flaw. 

• DFO: These questions are valid and are being considered.  

Presentation, continued: 

• Northern Shelf Bioregion: Collaboration including the Province, government of Canada and 
17 First Nations (PNCIMA) 

Discussion  

•  Kelly: There are concerns that we were told by DFO all along that this had nothing to do 
with fisheries, so we never got involved. 

• DFO: This is not the MAPP process. We are not participating/have not signed on to 
that. 

• Q/A: DFO is aware of the gap re stakeholders not being at the table and we are 
working to address that. 

• Keay: Certain industries have been well represented at the table and are very happy 
with it, including big oil and aquaculture. 
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Presentation, continued: 

• Other measures include identifying existing fisheries closures and identifying new ones. 
DFO has developed interim operational guidelines for which fisheries closures to include. 
RCAs do not qualify because they are not closed to First Nations fishing and permit some 
commercial fishing. 

Discussion  

• Kelly: If you can’t count RCAs because of First Nations fishing, does that mean no fishing 
can be permitted in any of the areas to be closed? 

• Martin: MPAs are not a silver bullet for protecting all conservation issues. 

• When establishing RCAs, DFO started consulting with First Nations about compliance and 
there was interest but DFO ran out of funding to finish that. Will that be pursued now? 

• Bos: Is DFO considering in-season fisheries closures for 2017? 

• DFO: The large offshore areas would take time — I don’t see that impacting salmon. 

• Q/A: The Scott Islands proposal just had the Canada gazette process which included many 
suggestions on boundaries and fishing restrictions. DFO is involved but Environment 
Canada is the lead. 

Presentation, continued: 

• To streamline the process to establish MPAs, legislative changes are proposed to provide 
new authority to designate an interim MPA via Ministerial Order. 

Wild Salmon Policy Implementation 
DFO provided a brief summary of the current review and consultation process. DFO has 
summarized and distributed feedback received in the first phase, which emphasized strong 
support for maintaining a strong policy, the importance of collaboration and the need for more 
funding to speed up implementation. DFO has recognized the need to do a better job of 
communicating what’s been achieved so far. 

Discussion 

• Kristianson: One complaint was not having a session in Victoria. The SFAB played a key 
role in drafting the original policy, but DFO has not consulted SFAB in the current review. 

• MacDonald: We couldn’t get an answer on how the WSP would impact future hatchery 
operations. 

• DFO: The WSP does not rule out hatcheries. 

• Maynard: The main message at the Richmond session was to get on with implementing it. 

• Protheroe: The policy will fail unless DFO addresses the issue of stock assessment. DFO 
must review stock assessment needs to support the WSP.  

• Martin: The WSP was built on assumptions under the former Fisheries Act regarding habitat 
protection, but those were subsequently severely eroded. 
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Steelhead Update 
Rod Clapton briefly reviewed SC steelhead conservation issues, noting activities to date have 
focused on the Fraser, including a meeting facilitated by the Fraser Basin Council. SFAB reps 
provided input but are still awaiting the recommendations. There was also a meeting with the 
Lower Fraser Fisheries Alliance which addressed steelhead and other issues.  Four groups co-
signed a letter to the province outlining recovery recommendations. The IHPC Steelhead 
Committee only met once. 

Franzen provided an update on NC efforts, including challenges getting both DFO and the 
Province to support a steelhead enhancement effort. 

Discussion 

• Pew: The Freshwater Fisheries Society does not make decisions on fishery management 
and enhancement objectives. A key challenge will be to find a way to heat water to permit 
steelhead rearing in round tanks. 

• Discussion: Clarification of Freshwater Fisheries Society role and funding  

• Kristianson reported on discussions with the LFFA, which he described as positive, with 
participants on both sides expressing interest in strengthening direct communications with 
each other. The hope is that DFO can secure funding of travel costs to facilitate such 
dialogue. Other initiatives such as the Fraser River Peacemakers and recreational/First 
Nations engagement at the Squamish SFAC are also positive examples. An earlier meeting 
involved SFAB and IMAWG reps. 

Salmon Update 
John McCulloch provided an update on the Pacific Salmon Treaty renewal process, noting 
agreement reached so far on one chapter (Transboundary Rivers). 

The Aggregate Abundance Based Management (AABM) abundance index for chinook is down 
for 2017. In 2016, the model significantly over-estimated abundance. As a result, Alaska is 
looking at about 40% harvest reduction in 2017. Their own indicator (winter troll) is also 
indicating very low (25%) chinook returns for 2017.  

Protheroe reported briefly on the Northern Panel and studies to improve information needed to 
manage northern coho stocks. 

Maynard provided a brief update on the role of the Southern Panel in PST negotiations. He also 
reported that no DFO feedback had been received on SFAB’s chinook and coho proposals. 

Kristianson reported briefly on the IFMP process, noting DFO was also expecting First Nations 
proposals for management of Fraser stocks and that this again highlighted the need for trilateral 
fishery planning talks. Kristianson added that it was unacceptable for DFO to fund the Steelhead 
Society to participate in two advisory processes. 

Adjourned 4 PM 
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Day 2: In camera session 
SFAB members met in camera until 9:15 am. 

Discussion: Flagged motions 

Yelloweye Motions, continued 
MOTION MB-01-02-17: Subject to further research and assessment to understand 
differences in sub-regional (south/central/north coast) abundances of outside Yellow-eye; 
That the SFAB recommends for 2017 only that the daily and possession limits for outside 
yellow-eye be 1/2 within the existing daily/possession limits for rockfish in aggregate for 
outside south and north coasts. 
Moved: Jeremy Maynard; Seconded: Tom Protheroe; passed (1 abstained) 

Discussion 

• Protheroe: I believe this is in the long-term best interest of the NC 

• Kelly: It sends a clear message that we care for the wellbeing of the stock and are doing our 
part. 

• McCulloch: The information DFO provided shows it’s the only chance of being able to retain 
a fish while getting the science to implement sustainable management plans. California’s 
success story was linked to being able to maintain access. They’re not retaining cow cod or 
Yellow-eye but they are still able to prosecute other fisheries and I don’t want to lose our 
other fisheries.  

• Maynard: This will put us in a better place for 2018. 

• Kristianson: This does not conflict with the SC motion, which conveys our desire to 
contribute to savings. 

• DFO: We need to confirm with Regulations staff what can be done. 

• Thomas: The next Yellow-eye assessment is in 2018, so it’s not clear what info we will have 
available. California has 2.2 million anglers with rockfish as a main target species, whereas 
we mainly catch them as by-catch. 

Flagged motions: 

MB-GFSF-09-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #7: That the GFSFWG recommends for 2017 
/2018 the Rockfish Season for outside species be April 1-Nov 15 to align with the Lingcod 
nesting season.  
Moved: Chris Bos; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 
 
MB-GFSF-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-16: Whereas rock fish protection areas were established to 
help prevent rockfish from becoming a conservation concern; 
And whereas no sector should be hook and line fishing in RCAs; 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO work with First Nations leaders to discourage First Nations 
fishermen from fishing with hook and line in RCAs. 
Moved: Chris Bos; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed 
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• Discussion: Re whether motion should be specific to gear or species; how to be 
respectful of First Nations rights and relevance to ensuring that RCAs can be counted 
towards achieving the federal MPA targets. 

MB-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-17: Whereas presently Outside Yelloweye rockfish are managed to 
one management unit running from the Washington border to the Alaska border based on the 
notion that there is insufficient data to break the assessment into smaller spatial units; 
And whereas it cannot be assumed that Yellow-eye stock status in the North Coast is the 
same as Yelloweye stock status on the South Coast; 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO as soon as possible find the resources to acquire the data 
to break the outside management unit for Yelloweye rockfish at least into North and South 
and preferably North, Central and South Coast management units 
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded; Chris Bos; passed. 

MOTION: To table flagged SC motion SC-02-01-17, as the intent was superseded by 
motions already passed by the Main Board: 

SC-02-01-17: SC SFAB supports implementation of the proposed 6-point plan to 
reduce Outside Yelloweye rockfish impacts, consistent with the advice received in 
motions from six local SC committees. [Note: This motion encompasses and replaces 
the 6 local SC committee motions] 

Moved: Jon Pew; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed 

MOTION: To table the 5 following flagged NC Yelloweye motions, as the intent was 
superseded by motions already passed by the Main Board: 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-11: Whereas the weather in Chatham Sound from November until 
April is extremely windy and there is little to no recreational fishing for rockfish or Ling cod 
taking place. 
And whereas a seasonal closure rock fish and ling cod from November to April would be 
redundant because of the constant winds and cold weather 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC does not support seasonal closures 
for Rockfish and Lingcod on the North Coast. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-12: Whereas Lingcod and Rockfish are presently not listed by 
COSEWIC, 
And whereas Lingcod and Rockfish, other than Bocaccio and Yelloweye, on the North 
Coast are in an abundance scenario 
And whereas there is very little recreational fishing effort on these species from November 
to April due to bad weather 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC does not support reduced limits for 
Rockfish and Lingcod, except Bocaccio and Yelloweye, on the North Coast. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-13: Whereas the recreational fishery has already reduced their daily 
limit of Rock Fish from 8 to 5 and Yelloweye from 3 to 2 
And whereas the recreational fishery worked with DFO to develop a massive network of 
rock fish protection areas in some cases giving up favorite salmon and halibut fishing 
areas 
And whereas Yelloweye rock fish are listed by COSEWIC as a species of special concern 
and not endangered or threatened. 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC supports a reduction of Yelloweye 
from 2 per day 4 in possession to 2 per day 3 in possession. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-14: Whereas COSEWIC has clearly stated that Fisheries 
independent surveys over the past 10 years do not show significant declines of Yelloweye 
rockfish  
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And whereas the management objectives for outside water populations of Yelloweye 
rockfish in BC is to maintain their distribution and abundance at existing levels or higher 
And whereas setting the mortality cap at 100 metric tons for 2017 would create 
unnecessary economic and social hard ship on all user groups 
And whereas rebuilding goals can still be achieved using a mortality cap of 150 metric 
tons 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO set the mortality cap for Yelloweye rock fish for 2017 at 
150 metric tons not 100 metric tons 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-15: Whereas DFO is signatory to the recreational fisheries vision 
document; 
And whereas, the document states that DFO is to make every effort to provide stable and 
predictable fisheries and consider the need of the recreational fisheries before setting 
commercial TAC, 
And whereas poor management decisions by DFO around commercial ground fish 
fisheries which reached a peak harvest of 1,800 metric tons of Yelloweye in 1989 and the 
reason Yelloweye rock fish are listed as a species of special concern 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO does not use the formula 19.5% - 23% of 65 tonnes = 
12-15 metric ton as recreational mortality cap but use the recent recreational catch 
estimates as the recreational mortality cap for Yelloweye rockfish in 2017. 

Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded Sid Keay; passed. 

MOTION MB-02-02-17: Whereas the commercial net fleet proposes a net opening for HG 
chum in 2017; 
And whereas stock assessment is very limited on QCI/HG coho stocks; 
Therefore be it resolved that the NC SFAB requests a mandatory release of coho in all net 
fisheries around QCI/HG in 2017.  
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Sid Keay; passed 

MOTION MB-03-02-17: Whereas the SFAB has recommended reduced season length for 
rockfish; and 
Whereas the SFAB has proposed a 6-point Yelloweye management plan to reduce overall 
mortalities; and 
Whereas the Department has not provided scientific evidence verifying lingcod conservation 
issues in outside waters; 
Be it resolved that the SFAB recommends to the Department no changes to lingcod daily or 
possession limits for outside waters for 2017 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Bob Gallagher; passed 

MOTION MB-04-02-17: Be it resolved that SFAB recommends a Fraser River demonstration 
fishery to take place in early August 2017 permitting “bar fishing” only to demonstrate the 
selectivity of this type of gear and allow a recreational fishery that would allow access to 
chinook stocks while protecting stocks of concern such as sockeye; 
This fishery would be in line with stated DFO policy to work with the recreational community 
promoting selective fishing. Volunteer monitors would be in place to work with DFO staff to 
record results. The extra time and area is to be determined. 
Given the static nature of this method of fishing we believe this proposal could be closely 
monitored. 
Moved: Rod Clapton; Seconded: Sandy MacDonald; passed 

Discussion 

• Thomas: Encourage DFO to consult with NC re tweaks to poster design 
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• Maynard: Poster should also highlight the yellow eyes as a distinguishing feature. 

• Keay: Stop using the milk crate picture. 

• Kelly: Great to see the poster reflects DFO’s support for promoting descending devices as a 
conservation tool. 

• DFO: It’s easier and more cost effective to update electronic versions than to re-print 
for 2017. 

• MacDonald: It will be important to ensure affordable descending devices are available at all 
large and small suppliers. 

• DFO: Re a comprehensive communications plan, we can list the actions that we can lead 
within departmental guidelines, but it will be important for member organizations to pick up 
where DFO leaves off. 

ACTION: The Ad-hoc Yelloweye Committee, with Mike Kelly as the lead and representation 
from the NC and SC, should continue working through the season to stay on top of this issue, 
including updating the poster. Devona should cc Chuck Ashcroft and Gerry Kristianson.  

Organizational reports 
BCFDF: Rod Clapton noted ongoing concerns about the need for more data to address 
questions about creel survey numbers. 

BCWF: Al Martin noted BCWF’s intent to provide input to the federal Standing Parliamentary 
Committee on Fisheries. 

SFI: Owen Bird’s update noted the GIS mapping project, which will continue through the 
summer. 

• Q/A: This project only covers tidal waters. 

• Q/A: Release date for the Android version of the Fisher app is not certain, but hopefully over 
the summer. 

• Keay: The Fisher app is a great step forward and technology will be the key to engaging 
younger British Columbians. Keeping the app updated will also be very important. It’s very 
important for this process and its member groups to stay relevant, to drive our own bus and 
to contribute our own funding to strengthening the process. This is an incredible group and it 
can make a difference, but there are additional things that we can and should do and we 
need to start focusing on those. 

SFAB process 
• Kristianson: Recent discussions with the RDG have provided some optimism regarding 

regional resources to manage recreational fisheries.  

• DFO: So far, staff have no indication of changes in the SFAB budget. It’s important to 
document and share the value of this process, including the role of SFAB members 
in supporting other management processes.  



FINAL Minutes: Sport Fishing Advisory Board (SFAB) meeting 
April 8-9, 2017 ● Richmond, BC 

  Page 20 of 33 

ACTION: SFAB members to contact Devona if they are interested in being interviewed for 
feedback and improvements to the SFAB consultations process project. 

• Protheroe: I have concerns about the significant erosion of DFO’s resources for managing 
recreational fisheries (from a Division to a single regional coordinator), especially in the NC. 
We need to document the concerns and advance them to a higher level. If this system fails, 
there is no chance of resurrecting it. 

• Thomas: It was very useful to have C&P staff at our last meeting, even though the 
NC recreational coordinator was unable to attend. No DFO staff attended the 
Smithers meeting. 

• Kelly: Succession planning is important. It’s very important to start considering and planning 
the transfer of knowledge from the people currently in the room for both SFAB and DFO. 

• Thomas: Could we bring one young person from NC to the Main Board meetings to learn?  

• Kristianson: The SFAB consultations process project will be important in documenting the 
frustration among volunteers in this process. 

• DFO: We need to look forward, including succession planning and the role of new 
technology to meet the current and future needs and challenges.  

Closing comments 
• Discussion: Re Victoria request for info on Fraser River catch monitoring and recent 

discussions with the LFFA. 

• Kristianson: Request that DFO keep the SFAB updated on First Nations litigation that could 
potentially affect recreational fisheries. ACTION 

• DFO: The Fraser creel includes creel interviews and effort estimates. In terminal areas, First 
Nations play a bigger role, and DFO works with them. DFO can provide a presentation or 
report if there is interest. 

Adjourned: 11:45 AM 
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Summary of Action Items 
• Individuals interested in representation on the SFAB Halibut Committee to email Martin 

Paish, with membership to be determined in consultation with the NC and SC chairs. 

• California fishery reps Siddall and Bellquist to share a copy of their presentation on 
descending devices, and send link to pre-publication NOAA study on acoustic tagging 
results on mortalities with ascending devices. Videos can be downloaded from the 
SeaQualizer Website. 

• Devona to follow up with Ryan re US MPA targets and share DFO’s MPA presentation 

• The Ad Hoc Yellow-eye Committee, with Mike Kelly as the lead and representation from the 
NC and SC, should continue working through the season to stay on top of this issue, 
including updating the poster. Devona should cc Chuck Ashcroft and Gerry Kristianson. 

• SFAB members to contact Devona if they are interested in being interviewed for the SFAB 
communications project. 

• DFO reminded re Victoria request for info on Fraser River catch monitoring. Also requested 
that DFO keep SFAB updated on First Nations litigation that could potentially affect 
recreational fisheries. 

• Devona to follow up with DFO Regulations and IPHC staff re discrepancy in DFO &IPHC 
halibut hook restrictions. 

• DFO to keep SFAB information of any developments on the regulatory process to formalize 
the halibut experimental licence. 

Summary of Motions passed 
Salmon - NC 

MOTION: To approve the NC report and motions #1-10 & 20-21 

MB-NCM-CC 2017-04-01-01: Whereas Area F has resubmitted its Central Coast Limited 
Opportunity Coho Troll Fishery proposal as shown on page 324 to 328 of the 2017 Draft 
Northern BC IFMP. Therefore, the NC SFAC reaffirms its opposition and concerns as 
reflected in the motions: 

MB-NC-2016-12-04-3 passed at the SFAB Main Board Feb 4 2017 

MB-NC-2016-12-04-4 passed at the SFAB Main Board Feb 4 2017 

MB-NCM-CC 2017-04-01-02: Whereas the 2016 Rivers Inlet Commercial Demonstration 
Sockeye Fishery proposal has been resubmitted for consideration in 2017. 

And whereas the draft 2017 IFMP identifies on page 266 that the total Rivers Inlet 
sockeye return for 2017 is forecasted to be improving but is still below the range of 
desired escapement levels. No commercial or recreational fisheries are expected in 2017.   

And whereas the draft IFMP identifies on page 266 there is currently no in-season 
assessment tool for Rivers Inlet Sockeye. An acoustic survey project has been underway 
for several years: however, the efficacy of the technique as an in-season assessment tool 
requires further review. 
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And whereas the DFO Forecast Model for 2017 Rivers Inlet Sockeye indicates a 50% 
Median return of 168,000.   

And whereas, the draft 2017 IFMP identifies on page 267 that the escapement target for 
Rivers Inlet sockeye has been set to 200,000 with fisheries remaining highly unlikely 
unless this target can be reliably achieved and predicted for multiple years.  The run size 
is predicted using a 5-year model that has performed well in estimating run size.  Currently 
there is not an established in–season assessment tool to estimate run size. And further 
identifies that Commercial and Recreational fisheries are very unlikely until there is a trend 
toward higher ocean survival and significant and consistent improvements in escapement.   

And whereas any level of commercial gillnet fishery will have a by-catch impact on other 
species.  And that the draft IFMP shows release mortality rates in the gillnet fisheries is 
60% and provision for rates as low as 40% where selective techniques warrant. 

And whereas, the indicated 2016 coho CPUE in the recreational fishery in the majority of 
the Central Coast was less than the 10-year average (2017 Post Season Review), 

Therefore be it resolved that the NC SFAB recommends that there be no Rivers Inlet 
Sockeye Commercial fishery or Demonstration Assessment Fishery until the following are 
resolved. 

Sockeye escapement goals have been achieved for multiple years and are predictable. 

That prior to any commercial or demonstration fishery taking place, that not only should 
selective techniques be used, the fishery should be conducted in a way to avoid non-
target species.  There is a significant concern regarding chinook and coho by-catch. 

That as Rivers Inlet is a narrow inlet, discussions need to take place between the 
department of fisheries, the recreational sector, the commercial sector and the Oweekeno 
First Nation to identify and resolve potential conflicts, by-catch issues and any other 
issues and concerns prior to any commercial or demonstration fishery proceeding. 

MB-NCM-2017-04-01-03: Whereas the Skeena River Chinook backgrounder (March 
2017) provides an overview of the Skeena River chinook stock escapements and whereas 
the genetic analysis indicates that there is a conservation concern regarding the Skeena 
River chinook stocks and in particular within the stock groupings identified as other than 
the four Large Lake stabilized tributaries. 

Therefore the NC SFAB supports for 2017 the proposed revisions to the Skeena and 
tributaries recreational chinook angling regulations.  The Ecstall River is excluded as it is 
the subject of NC motion # NC-2017-04-01-04 and it is further recommended that the DFO 
establish an annual assessment program for Skeena River chinook in particular the 
Skeena tributaries or the groupings – Copper, Mid and Lower Skeena, 

MB-NCM-2017-04-01-04: Whereas the Ecstall River should be a standalone conservation 
unit for chinook, and is not assessed by the Tyee Test Fishery.  

And whereas the chinook stock appears to be stable, 

Therefore be it resolved that the daily possession limit remain at 4 per day, only one over 
65cm April 1 to July 31 and from August 1 to August 15 4 per day, none over 65cm, then 
no fishing for chinook from August 16 to March 31 and an assessment program take place 
as soon as possible. 

MB-NCM-KI 2017-04-01-05: Whereas the Province’s fiscal support of the Kitimat 
Hatchery’s Steelhead Program is grossly inadequate. 

And whereas more recently the steelhead stamp money goes to the Freshwater Fisheries 
Society of B.C. 
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And whereas, in fairness, the Freshwater Fisheries Society of B.C. should be investing in 
projects in Northern British Columbia. 

Therefore be it resolved that the Freshwater Fisheries Society of B.C. provide funding for 
the necessary tanks and associated infrastructure and ongoing costs for the Kitimat 
Hatchery Steelhead program in order to reduce fry to smolt rearing time from 2 years to 1 
year, as well as provide funding for steelhead feed and any required vaccines or drugs 
deemed necessary for the Kitimat Hatchery Steelhead enhancement program. 

MB-NCM-US 2017-04-01-06: The USSFAC recommends DFO review the Tyee test 
fishery index numbers and calibrate the numbers of each species per index point, based 
on the best science available from recent escapement. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-07: Whereas stock assessment on Haida Gwaii is 
extremely limited and the Tlell River counting fence is the most accurate indicator of HG 
coho returns, and provides significant data for run forecasts in a cost-effective manner; 

Therefore the HG SFAC request the Department continue to fund this important project. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-08: Whereas there are still returning bright fish entering 
some Haida Gwaii streams well into December, the HGSFAC recommends that streams 
on HG remain open to retention of coho until December 31. 

MB-NCM-QCI/HG 2017-04-01-09: Whereas the only DNA studies on the Area F coho troll 
have indicated a very high incidence of Haida Gwaii origin coho in Area 104; 

And whereas most stream systems on HG are relatively small with small numbers of 
returning coho which can be severely impacted by a commercial scale fishery; 

Therefore the HG SFAC does NOT support the Area F troll proposal to offer opportunities 
for coho harvest in Area 104 and therefore maintain the status quo. 

MB-NCM-BC 2017-04-01-10: That the Bella Coola SFAC address letter to appropriate 
department of Province of BC to get the Steelhead numbers for the Bella Coola River. 

MB-NCM-LS 2017-04-01-20: Whereas the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans school program 
administered by the North Coast DFO offices has been very successful in introducing 
school age children to fish. Increasing the understanding of fish and their reproductive and 
environmental needs, and whereas, the future of this extremely valuable program is in 
jeopardy as a result of funding issues. 

Therefore, the North Coast SFAC encourages DFO to continue to support the school 
program that is run out of the North Coast communities. 

Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Ken Franzen; passed. 

MB-02-02-17: Whereas the commercial net fleet proposes a net opening for HG chum in 
2017; 
And whereas stock assessment is very limited on QCI/HG coho stocks; 
Therefore be it resolved that the NC SFAB requests a mandatory release of coho in all net 
fisheries around QCI/HG in 2017.  
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Sid Keay; passed 

Salmon - SC 

MOTION: To approve the SC report and following motions and table crab motion SC-UTO-
02-01-17 
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MB-SC-LFV-2017-03-16-1: (As amended) It is recommended that if the in-season Fraser 
chum run size estimate exceeds 1.5 Million, that the recreational daily limit for chum on 
the main-stem of the Fraser be increased from 2 to 4 fish.  

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallagher; passed. 

MB-SC-NPI-01-01-17: Whereas the change in regulations put in place for the 2016 
season allowing for the retention of Chinook salmon under 77cm during the summer 
months providing numerous benefits for small boat anglers and the communities of 
Quatsino sound. 

Be it resolved that the NISFAC recommend that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
put in place the same regulations for Chinook salmon retention as there was in 2016 for 
the 2017 season 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-SC-SQ-LILL-2017-03-21-3: Given pre-season indications of low expected returns of 

pink salmon, therefore be it resolved to close the Mamquam and Cheakamus Rivers and 
Squamish R. above the power line at 9 mile to retention of pink salmon from August 01 to 
October 01, 2017. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-04-02-17: Be it resolved that SFAB recommends a Fraser River demonstration fishery 
to take place in early August 2017 permitting “bar fishing” only to demonstrate the 
selectivity of this type of gear and allow a recreational fishery that would allow access to 
chinook stocks while protecting stocks of concern such as sockeye; 
This fishery would be in line with stated DFO policy to work with the recreational 
community promoting selective fishing. Volunteer monitors would be in place to work with 
DFO staff to record results. The extra time and area is to be determined. 
Given the static nature of this method of fishing we believe this proposal could be closely 
monitored. 

Moved: Rod Clapton; Seconded: Sandy MacDonald; passed 

Groundfish - Halibut 

MB-GFSF-01-02-17: To adopt the draft Halibut Committee terms of reference, as distributed 
and amended by the GFSF WG and Main Board. 
Moved: Martin Paish; Seconded: Mike Kelly; passed 

MB-GFSF-SC-UTO-03-01-17: (As amended) Propose that the Experimental halibut license 
program be terminated moving forward. We believe that it is contradictory to the basis of the 
public recreational fishery. Additionally, we believe that the current system, as well as the 
proposal now in the regulatory process, opens the door to poaching additional and oversized 
halibut. 
Moved: Martin Paish; Seconded: Sid Keay; passed unanimously 

MB-GFSF-SC-PAL-01-01-17: Whereas, the SFAB drafted a Terms of Reference (TOR) to 
provide management option decision guidance to the Halibut Working Group, and; 
Whereas, the SFAC’s provided Guiding Principles in addition to the TOR, which were crafted 
at a time where the SFAB did not have lengthy working experience employing management 
measures in an environment where the recreational fishery was being held to a hard TAC, 
and;  
Whereas, given the SFAB's expanded experience since that time could now be leveraged to 
renew the TOR and Guiding Principles to be a more effective tool to guide the decision 
process, and; 
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Whereas, it is likely the SFAB might require additional expanded flexibility in the scope of 
management options it could consider in future, and;  
Whereas, the SFAB Guiding Principles do not provide flexibility for an option to reduce sea-
son length, and also adjust slot size to allow larger sizes of slot options and fishing 
opportunities, and; 
Whereas, the current Guiding Principles state: 

• Conservation of the stock and ensuring responsible fishing practices 

• Halibut are managed on a coast wide basis 

• Maximizing the length of the season to include Feb 1st to Dec 31st each year 

• Ensuring certainty and stability for the fishery by creating a management regime that 
minimizes the likelihood of in season closures 

• A minimum daily limit of one and a possession limit of two 

• An annual limit of some kind is an acceptable way to limit catch 
Be it resolved that;  

1) The SFAB seek input from local SFAC’s to conduct a review of the cur-rent Guiding 
Principles. And further be it resolved, that;  
2) the SFAC's be asked to advance input on updates to the Guiding Principles that 
enhance the flexibility and scope of potential management options set out in them. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
3) The SFAC’s be asked to provide input on their support (or not) for an option to reduce 
season length, where necessary, and to provide "preferences" as to where the season 
could be shortened; early, late or at both ends of the season. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
4) The SFAC’s be engaged in the fall of 2017 to ensure up-dates are presented at the fall 
regional SFAB Main Board meeting for adoption. 

Moved: Martin Paish, Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed. 

Groundfish - Rockfish & Lingcod 

MB-GFSF-03-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #1: That the SFAB Main Board support the 
direction taken in regards to Education and Avoidance as laid out in the six point plan for 
Yellow eye conservation. 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed 

MB-GFSF-04-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #2: That both the SFAB and DFO place a priority 
through creel, log book, lodge reporting, and iREC catch monitoring programs to improve the 
accuracy of Yelloweye catch estimates in the recreational fishery in BC in order to evaluate 
the success of this plan as an integral part of this process. 
Moved: Ted Brookman; Seconded: Tom Cole; passed 

MB-GFSF-05-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #3: That both the SFAB and DFO support and 
promote the use of Descending Devices as a voluntary measure for 2017 with the 
understanding that this could lead to the potential for becoming mandatory in the future. 
Moved: Ted Brookman; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed. 

MB-GFSF-06-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #4: That DFO utilize a Conservation Aggregate 
as a tool to lower rockfish limits with Yelloweye and Bocaccio temporarily being included; and 
that the species included within the Conservation Aggregate are treated for daily and total 
possession limits as if they were a single species.  
Moved: Mike Kelly; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 
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MB-GFSF-07-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #5: That for 2018, the Outside Yellow-eye 
retention for South Coast be set at 1 per day / 1 possession 
Moved: Mike Kelly; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 

MB-01-02-17: Subject to further research and assessment to understand differences in sub-
regional (south/central/north coast) abundances of outside Yellow-eye; 
That the SFAB recommends for 2017 only that the daily and possession limits for outside 
yellow-eye be 1/2 within the existing daily/possession for rockfish in aggregate for outside 
south and north coasts. 
Moved: Jeremy Maynard; Seconded: Tom Protheroe; passed (1 abstained) 

MB-GFSF-09-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #7: (As amended) That the GFSFWG 
recommends for 2017 /2018 the Rockfish Season for outside species be April 1-Nov 15 to 
align with the Lingcod nesting season.  
Moved: Chris Bos; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; Passed 

MB-GFSF-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-16: (As amended) Whereas rock fish protection areas were 
established to help prevent rock fish from becoming a conservation concern; 
And whereas no sector should be hook and line fishing in RCAs; 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO work with First Nations leaders to discourage First Nations 
fishermen from fishing with hook and line in RCAs. 
Moved: Chris Bos; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed 

MB-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-17: (As amended) Whereas presently outside Yelloweye rock fish 
are managed to one management unit running from the Washington Border to the Alaska 
Border based on the notion that there is insufficient data to break the assessment into 
smaller spatial units 
And whereas it cannot be assumed that Yelloweye stock status in the North Coast is the 
same as Yelloweye stock status on the South Coast 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO as soon as possible find the resources to acquire the data 
to break the outside management unit for Yelloweye rockfish at least into North and South 
and preferably North, Central and South Coast Management Units 
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded; Chris Bos; passed. 

MB-03-02-17: Whereas the SFAB has recommended reduced season length for rockfish; 
and 
Whereas the SFAB has proposed a 6-point Yellow-eye management plan to reduce overall 
mortalities; and 
Whereas the Department has not provided scientific evidence verifying lingcod conservation 
issues in outside waters; 
Be it resolved that the SFAB recommends to the Department no changes to lingcod daily or 
possession limits for outside waters for 2017 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed 

Pelagics 

MB-GFSF-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-18: Whereas in 2013 COSEWIC has stated that Skeena / 
Nass Eulachon populations appears stable and threats in the freshwater are considered to 
be small and they are now listed as species of concern and not threatened, 
And whereas the Skeena / Nass Eulachon populations are abundant and the run sizes are 
increasing year by year, 
And whereas the 2017 Crab IFMP allows the use of Eulachons for bait;  
Therefore be it resolved that DFO re-open a recreational Eulachon fishery in the tidal waters 
below Terrace to the mouth of the Skeena River and approach waters (Area 4-10, 4-11, 4-
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12 and 4-15) with a daily limit of 5 Kg and a possession of 10 Kg using cast net, dip net, 
herring jig, herring rake or smelt net. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed 
 

MB-GFSF-02-02-17: Where as there is currently no conservation or allocation concerns 
associated with the Canadian Tuna fisheries, 
And whereas Canadian recreational Tuna anglers consistently demonstrate excellent safety 
and catch handling practices, 
And whereas the current Canadian regulations allow recreational anglers to retain a daily 
limit of 20 Tuna, possession of 40, which is more conservative than the Recreational Tuna 
limits set in the states of Washington, Oregon and California 
Be it resolved that the SFAB advise the Department of Fisheries And Oceans that the current 
recreational Tuna fishing limits of 20 tuna / person / day is appropriate, and as such should 
no longer be considered a “default” limit, but rather the “set” limit for Tuna species. 
Moved: Pat Ahern; Seconded: Chuck Ashcroft; passed 

Shellfish - Prawn 

MB-GFSF-NCM-BC 2017-04-01-19: Whereas the Bella Coola SFAC has concerns about the 
safety of recreational anglers during periods when commercial prawn fishing happening at 
the same time as a commercial gillnet opening;  
Therefore the North Coast SFAC requests DFO to ban commercial fishing of prawns in 
subarea 8-11. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed. 

MB-GFSF-SC-A25-01-01-17: Recreational fishers will be required to immediately return 
berried prawns to the water. 
Rationale: At present the Commercial Harvesters of Prawns are required to return berried 
prawns immediately to the water when caught. There is much scientific evidence that the 
survival rate exceeds 70% & that by this practice approx. 3,000 eggs on these berried female 
prawns then survive. That is why the Department has put this regulation into the Commercial 
mandate for harvesting prawns. Area 25 is asking to have this done coast wide. We believe 
that this practice will help regenerate diminishing prawn stocks in all areas. Conservation is 
the first step in the regeneration of prawn stocks. 
Moved: Chuck Ashcroft; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed on majority, one abstained. 

Conservation & Protection/Enforcement 

MB-NCM-PR 2017-04-01-21: Whereas DFO enforcement staff on the North Coast has been 
reduced by approximately 10 officers over the last two decades 

And whereas poachers and organized criminals have taken full advantage of the situation 
now brazen enough to offer illegally harvested seafood including Bi valves on social media 

And whereas there needs to be an enforcement presence when legal fisheries are taking 
place and that ability is now compromised 

Therefore be it resolved that the missing enforcement positions be re-instated on the North 
Coast within the next two years. 

Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Ken Franzen; passed. 

MB-SC-A14-01-01-17: Whereas, the Geographical Area encompassing PFMA 14 on the 
East Coast of Vancouver Island from Qualicum River in the South to Oyster River in the 
North has, for over 100 years, had a Federal Fisheries enforcement presence.    
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And whereas, The Area 14 Comox office Fisheries Officers were relocated on April 1st 2014 
and the average number of violations has gone from high in 2008/09 of 121 violations to a 
low of 16 in 2013/14 when the DFO Fisheries Officers were taken out of the Comox office. 
And whereas, DFO fisheries enforcement staff responsible for Area 14 are now located in the 
Campbell River office which is 30 minutes away or the Nanaimo office which is 1 ½ hours 
away;  

Therefore be it resolved that, The Chair of the SC SFAB write a letter to the Regional C&P 
Director suggesting to best serve the community and the fisheries resource, an alternative to 
a full time dedicated DFO officer or habitat personnel in the Comox Fisheries Office would be 
to have 2 or more dedicated times per week for 2-3 hours each where DFO fisheries officers 
be present in the Comox office. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-SC-SEC-01-01-17: Be it resolved that auxiliary fisheries officers be appointed on the 
Sunshine Coast to protect fisheries from escalated poaching. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-SC-SEC-02-01-17: That in order to protect the Fisheries resources from escalated 
poaching on the Sunshine Coast be it resolved that Fisheries officers be recruited & posted 
to Area 16. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-SC-SEC-03-01-17: Fisheries and Oceans Canada enforce section 88 (1) of the water 
sustainability act to maintain water flows of at least 300 lbs. to protect wild salmon in 
Chapman Creek which is designated as a sensitive stream(2). 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

MB-SC-SQ-LILL-2017-03-21-1: Whereas there are on-going concerns about a demonstrated 
absence of DFO enforcement presence in the local area, and  

Whereas significant fisheries non-compliance occurred during the recreational pink fisheries 
in 2013 and 2015, therefore, be it resolved that DFO ensure operational enforcement support 
is made available to address Squamish 2017 pink recreational fishery.  

[Note: this motion re-affirms previous motions from SL-SFAC requesting DFO enforcement 
presence in Squamish] 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 

Regulations 

MB-SC-NAN-02-01-17: Whereas, issues impacting fisheries shift quickly requiring timely 
amendments to recreational angling regulations both to increase or decrease opportunity 
and; 

Whereas, the SFAB process recommends amendments to fishery regulations on a regular 
and routine basis, and; 

Whereas, there is often a bottleneck in the regulations amendment process;  
Be it resolved that the SFAB request the Minister of Fisheries develop an expedited process 
to review and amend fishery regulations proposals approved through the SFAB process. 

Moved: Jon Pew: Seconded: Bob Gallaugher; passed. 
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Motions referred for committee advice 
MB-GFSF-SC-PAL-01-01-17: Whereas, the SFAB drafted a Terms of Reference (TOR) to 
provide management option decision guidance to the Halibut Working Group, and; 
Whereas, the SFAC’s provided Guiding Principles in addition to the TOR, which were crafted 
at a time where the SFAB did not have lengthy working experience employing management 
measures in an environment where the recreational fishery was being held to a hard TAC, 
and;  
Whereas, given the SFAB's expanded experience since that time could now be leveraged to 
renew the TOR and Guiding Principles to be a more effective tool to guide the decision 
process, and; 
Whereas, it is likely the SFAB might require additional expanded flexibility in the scope of 
management options it could consider in future, and;  
Whereas, the SFAB Guiding Principles do not provide flexibility for an option to reduce sea-
son length, and also adjust slot size to allow larger sizes of slot options and fishing 
opportunities, and; 
Whereas, the current Guiding Principles state: 

• Conservation of the stock and ensuring responsible fishing practices 

• Halibut are managed on a coast wide basis 

• Maximizing the length of the season to include Feb 1st to Dec 31st each year 

• Ensuring certainty and stability for the fishery by creating a management regime that 
minimizes the likelihood of in season closures 

• A minimum daily limit of one and a possession limit of two 

• An annual limit of some kind is an acceptable way to limit catch 
Be it resolved that;  

1) the SFAB seek input from local SFAC’s to conduct a review of the cur-rent Guiding 
Principles. And further be it resolved, that;  
2) the SFAC's be asked to advance input on updates to the Guiding Principles that 
enhance the flexibility and scope of potential management options set out in them. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
3) the SFAC’s be asked to provide input on their support (or not) for an option to reduce 
season length, where necessary, and to provide "preferences" as to where the season 
could be shortened; early, late or at both ends of the season. 
And further be it resolved, that;  
4) the SFAC’s be engaged in the fall of 2017 to ensure up-dates are presented at the fall 
regional SFAB Main Board meeting for adoption. 

Moved: Martin Paish, Seconded: Urs Thomas; passed. 

SC Motion referred to Sockeye Pink & Chum Committee: 

MOTION: To refer Squamish pink motion to the Sockeye Pink & Chum Committee 
SQ-LILL-2017 03-21-2: Given pre-season indications of low expected returns of pink 
salmon, therefore be it resolved that the pink recreational daily limit on the Squamish R. 
be decreased from 2 to 1 fish.  
Moved: Ed George; Seconded: John Wright; passed. 

SC Motion to Local SC Committees: 

MOTION: That the Nanaimo chinook size limit motion be referred to all SC local 
committees for advice back to the fall SC SFAB meeting.  
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Nanaimo Chinook Motion: Whereas: The minimum size limit for Chinook in the Strait of 
Georgia and Johnstone Strait (PMFA’s 12 to 18, 28 & 29) marine recreational fishery is 
presently set at 62cm and 
Whereas:  The minimum Chinook size limit in other BC marine waters fisheries is set at 
45cm for recreational and 55cm for commercial and 
Whereas: The principle reasons the longer minimum size limit was implemented in the 
expanded Strait of Georgia management area was to cap the recreational Chinook catch 
there at 225,000 fish annually, and 
Whereas: The recent 5 year average catch of Chinook in the expanded Strait of Georgia 
management area has been less than 50,000 fish annually, and 
Whereas: Chinook stocks in the Cowichan River, one of the main SOG indicator streams, 
have been rebuilding steadily in this decade and in 2016 exceeded the spawning 
escapement target, and 
Whereas: Studies show consistently harvesting only larger fish has an adverse effect on 
the health of the stock. 
Therefore, be it resolved: That the SFAB recommend to the DFO that the minimum size 
limit for Chinook salmon in PMFA’s 12 to 18, 28 & 29-6 -10 inclusive, and also PFMA’s 19-
5 to 19-12, be standardized at 55cm.  
Rationale: 
There are several reasons implementing a 55cm size limit in the Georgia Strait 
recreational fishery would be beneficial. 
Lowering the minimum size for Chinook from 62 to 55cm in the Strait of Georgia 
management area will reduce the number of sub-legal fish that must be released and, 
because anglers will more quickly encounter legal sized fish, limit out and cease fishing, 
this will lower the number of Chinook handled in aggregate (fish both retained and 
released). This is especially so in the non-summer period, when a higher percentage of 
the fish encountered are adipose fin-clipped, denoting hatchery origin and the likelihood of 
containing a CWT, likely increasing participation in the Sport Head Recovery Program. 
A 55cm minimum size for Chinook in the SoG recreational fishery would be consistent 
with both the minimum size used in the Area G (WCVI) troll fishery and the inside (Juan 
de Fuca Strait and Puget Sound) Washington State marine recreational fishery for 
Chinook. This in turn will better facilitate fishery impact estimates across these fisheries as 
management agencies seek to implement the Total Mortality Objective of the Pacific 
Salmon Treaty (Chapter 3, paragraph 7). 
Lowering the minimum size to 55cm would add to the socio and economic value of the 
recreational fishery in the SoG by increasing the expectation of being able to harvest a 
fish.  
Studies have shown that removing only the large fish from a population can reduce 
productivity through evolution and drive a population into lower yields instead of higher.   
As these smaller bodied fish evolve they produce fewer and smaller eggs, small larval with 
slower growth and higher mortality. If the selective harvest process is not changed and the 
genes for small size become common, there may be no normal to return to. (Dr. David 
O.Conover evolution.berkeley.edu.) 
Moved: Gerry Kristianson; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed. 

Motions defeated 
GFSF-08-02-17: Yelloweye Committee #6: That for 2018 Outside Yelloweye retention be set 
at 2per day /3 possession. 
Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded: Ken Franzen; motion defeated 



FINAL Minutes: Sport Fishing Advisory Board (SFAB) meeting 
April 8-9, 2017 ● Richmond, BC 

  Page 31 of 33 

Motions Tabled 
Tabled at request of local committee pending further discussion of proposal details: 

SC-UTO-02-01-17: Due to an increase in commercial crab fishing pressure offshore area 
23/24 in addition to growth in the local Sea Otter population we have seen a dramatic 
reduction of legal Dungeness crab in Area 24. We propose that a section of the Tofino 
harbour be allocated as a Rec/FSC only Crab fishing area.  

MOTION: To table flagged SC motion SC-02-01-17, as the intent was superseded by 
motions already passed by the Main Board: 

SC-02-01-17: SC SFAB supports implementation of the proposed 6-point plan to reduce 
Outside Yelloweye rockfish impacts, consistent with the advice received in motions from 
six local SC committees. [Note: This motion encompasses and replaces the 6 local SC 
committee motions] 

Moved: Jon Pew; Seconded: Jeremy Maynard; passed 

MOTION: To table the 5 following flagged NC yellow-eye motions, as they were superseded 
by motions already passed by the Main Board: 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-11: Whereas the weather in Chatham Sound from November until 
April is extremely windy and there is little to no recreational fishing for rockfish or Lingcod 
taking place. 
And whereas a seasonal closure rock fish and ling cod from November to April would be 
redundant because of the constant winds and cold weather 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC does not support seasonal closures 
for Rockfish and Lingcod on the North Coast. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-12: Whereas Lingcod and Rockfish are presently not listed by 
COSEWIC 
And whereas Lingcod and Rockfish, other than Bocaccio and Yelloweye, on the North 
Coast are in an abundance scenario 
And whereas there is very little recreational fishing effort on these species from November 
to April due to bad weather 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC does not support reduced limits for 
Rockfish and Lingcod, except Bocaccio and Yelloweye, on the North Coast. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-13: Whereas the recreational fishery has already reduced their daily 
limit of Rockfish from 8 to 5 and Yellow Eye from 3 to 2 
And whereas the recreational fishery worked with DFO to develop a massive network of 
rock fish protection areas in some cases giving up favorite salmon and halibut fishing 
areas 
And whereas Yelloweye rockfish are listed by COSEWIC as a species of special concern 
and not endangered or threatened. 
Therefore be it resolved that the North Coast SFAC supports a reduction of Yelloweye 
from 2 per day 4 in possession to 2 per day 3 in possession. 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-14: Whereas COSEWIC has clearly stated that Fisheries 
independent surveys over the past 10 years do not show significant declines of Yelloweye 
rockfish  
And whereas the management objectives for outside water populations of Yelloweye 
rockfish in B.C. is to maintain their distribution and abundance at existing levels or higher 
And whereas setting the mortality cap at 100 metric tons for 2017 would create 
unnecessary economic and social hard ship on all user groups 
And whereas rebuilding goals can still be achieved using a mortality cap of 150 metric 
tons 
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Therefore be it resolved that DFO set the mortality cap for Yelloweye rockfish for 2017 at 
150 metric tons not 100 metric tons 

NCM-PR 2017-04-01-15: Whereas DFO is signatory to the recreational fisheries vision 
document; 
And whereas, the document states that DFO is to make every effort to provide stable and 
predictable fisheries and consider the need of the recreational fisheries before setting 
commercial TAC, 
And whereas poor management decisions by DFO around commercial ground fish 
fisheries which reached a peak harvest of 1,800 metric tons of Yellow Eye in 1989 and the 
reason Yelloweye rock fish are listed as a species of special concern 
Therefore be it resolved that DFO does not use the formula 19.5% - 23% of 65 tonnes = 
12-15 metric ton as recreational mortality cap but use the recent recreational catch 
estimates as the recreational mortality cap for Yelloweye rockfish in 2017. 

Moved: Urs Thomas; Seconded Sid Keay; passed. 
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